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IN CAMP 


ALDERMASTON 


Picket begins at 
atom plant 


TENHE nine-weeks’ picket of the Alder- 

maston Atomic Weapons Plant, organ- 
ised by the Direct Action Committee 
Against Nuclear, started at 6 a.m. on Mon- 
day this week when the first two pickets 
took up their position outside the main 
gates carrying banners which said “ Use 
your skill for peace, not war.” 

Some 70 to 80 people have so far volun- 
teered to spend some part of the next nine 
weeks on this new campaign. 

The London Times, in a report from a 
special correspondent on Tuesday, said: 

“A modest literature stall contains 
standard works against nuclear arma- 
ment, books on the life and message of 

Gandhi, problems of world poverty and 

the like, and Peace News.” 

The Times reported that the pickets pro- 
pose to extend their activities to meetings 
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n the village around Aldermaston, organise 
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Inside: 


R. NEHRU has warned that mankind is 
through one of the most serious crises in history 


living 


in a letter he has sent to Mr. Khrushchov. 


Replying to the Russian Premier's invitation to a Summit 
meeting, Mr. Nehru writes: 





HOW THEY: -MADE 
THEIR. PROTEST 


Peace News Reporters 
"HE most widespread activity since Suez and Hungary has challenged the 


~~ American and British military interventions in the Middle East. 


Many spon- 


taneous demonstrations have taken place, and ad hoc committees have been formed 


to meet the emergency. ; 

Here is how some _ groups 
Britain: 

The National Peace Council wrote to the 
Prime Minister saying ‘‘ there is no justifi- 
cation for agreeing to a request from a 
foreign Government for military aid if that 
Government is not supported by the 
majority of its people in making its request. 
It would be intolerable if British arms were 
used to maintain in power a Government 
which had lost the allegiance of its people.” 
They urged “ immediate and. direct consul- 
tation” with the countries of the Middle 
East, USA and USSR with the purpose of 
agreeing on a solution to outstanding pro- 
blems in the area, 

The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
London Committees sent telegrams from 


their conference condemning military inter- 
vention and calling for the withdrawal of 


acted in 


“weapons. 


For the vigil, which had started the pre- 
vious night within hours of the announce- 
ment of the landing of US troops in 
Lebanon people spontaneously offered them- 
selves as pickets, among them a number of 
Iraqi students, 


Several speakers addressed the marchers 
when they arrived at Manette Street, 


Sybil Morrison, Organiser and National 
Chairman of the Peace Pledge Union, 
pointed out that people had come out on 

to the streets before—over Suez, nuclear 
“But I want you to come out 
on to the streets all the time—saying ‘no’ 
to war.” 


It was no use saying “no” just at that 
time. They had to say “no” always, she 
concluded, 


Vigil resumed 


MIDDLE EAST SUPPLEMENT 


WITHDRAW ALL 
FOREIGN TROOPS 


— Nehru 


“At this moment of peril it is the duty 
of Governments as well as others to 
approach these questions with wisdom and 
calmness and not take any action which 
might worsen this situation and provoke 
world conflagration. 


“This means that the approach to this 
and like questions must not be through 
military strength and pressures but by calm 
negotiation and firm determination that 
peace must be maintained. 


“You are aware, Mr. Prime Minister, of 
our firm conviction that armed intervention 
by a foreign Power in any country is most 
undesirable and that foreign troops should 
be withdrawn from the countries where 
they have entered. 


“Therefore, we have urged the Govern- 
ments of the USA and Great Britain to 
withdraw their forces from the Lebanon 
and Jordan, 


Negotiation through UN 


“We would welcome a peaceful approach 
by negotiation through the UN or its 
Security Council or otherwise with a view 
to helping the United Nations to take steps 
to end the conflict in the Near and Middle 
Eastern region, 


“T am grateful to you for your kind in- 
vitation to India to join a conference of 
Heads of Governments suggested by you. 
If there is agreement about the holding of 
such a Conference it should not be difficult 
to fix a suitable venue and an early date. 
We shall gladly offer our services to it in 
the cause of peace if they are needed.” 


Mr. Nehru concludes his letter saying 








Fore 
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standard works against nuclear arma- 
ment, books on the life and message of 
Gandhi, problems of world poverty and 
the like, and Peace News.” 
The Times reported that the pickets pro- 
pose to extend their activities to meetings 
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in the village around Aldermaston, organise 
film shows and a mobile exhibition, 

Senior pupils from Leighton Park School, 
Reading, have made the literature stall; 
they also provided a party of workers to 
prepare the camp a mile from the plant 
which is the Committee’s local head- 
quarters. 

This is one caravan and four tents on 
a site loaned by a local resident. 

The literature stall has been set up in 
the field. by the plant where the meeting 
was held at the end of the Aldermaston 
March last Easter, permission being given 
once again by the owner, the local inn- 
keeper. 

Relations with guards and local people 

have been friendly so far, April Carter, the 
Secretary of the Committee, told Peace 
News on Tuesday. 
_ “One volunteer who came down on Sun- 
day night and could not find our camp was 
entertained and given a meal by some 
friendly caravaners near the plant. 

“One of the workers at the plant ex- 
pressed his admiration for what we are 
doing, and we are getting a good deal of 
help from sympathisers living in Reading. 

“We have not much free literature to 
give away and would welcome any dona- 
tions for this specific purpose, as well as 
for the general expenses of running the 
camp,” April Carter added, 

The camp is in Impstone Road, by 
Pamber Heath Cricket Ground, about one 
mile south of the Falcon Inn. 


cation for agreeing to a request from a 
foreign Government for military aid if that 
Government is not supported by the 
majority of its people in making its request. 
It would be intolerable if British arms were 
used to maintain in power a Government 
which had lost the allegiance of its people.” 
They urged “ immediate and. direct consul- 
tation” with the countries of the Middle 
East, USA and USSR with the purpose of 
agreeing on a solution to outstanding pro- 
blems in the area, 


The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
London Committees sent telegrams from 
their conference condemning military inter- 
vention and calling for the withdrawal of 
troops and for a summit conference, 


‘Act to stop war’ 


The Peace Pledge Union and Pacifist 
Youth Action Group held an open-air meet- 
ing on July 16 and on Sunday last a march 
through the West End to Hyde Park, where 
a large crowd was addressed by Sybil 
Morrison, Michael Randle, Fred Moor- 
house and Terence Chivers. 

A “Stop the War” Committee has been 
set up under the Chairmanship of John 
Baird, MP, at 374 Grays Inn Road, London, 
W.C.1. It has published a leaflet urging 
people to “act to stop war .. . if we 
all act at once we can stop war.” 

“A further leaflet, setting out the effects 
of the intervention in the Middle East will 
be put out in about three days,” the Stop 
the War Committee told PN on Tuesday. 

“We have also circularised Co-operative, 
Labour Patty and Trade Union organisa- 
tions,” the spokesman continued, “ urging 
them to set up ‘Stop the War’ local com- 
mittees and hold demonstrations, with a 
particular appeal for a house-to-house 
canvass to clear up prevailing misunder- 
standings about the situation.” 

Various marches and meetings have been 
held in the past week. 

A protest march which took with it 
pickets from outside the American Embassy 
tramped 200-strong through the West End 
of London on July 16. 


Iraqi students, 
Several speakers addressed the marchers 
when they arrived at Manette Street. 


Sybil Morrison, Organiser and National 
Chairman of the Peace Pledge Union, 
pointed out that people had come out on 

to the streets before—over Suez, nuclear 
weapons. “But I want you to come out 
on to the streets all the time—saying ‘no’ 
to war.” 


It was no use saying “no” just at that 
time. They had to say “no” always, she 
concluded, 


Vigil resumed 


Dr. R. M. Ajina, of the Iraqi Students’ 
Union, told the listeners that two years ago 
they had stopped a war. “ Now we come 
to you again.” 

Michael Randle, Chairman of the Direct 
Action Committee, and Brian Behan, of the 
Editorial Board of the Newsletter, were the 
last two speakers, after which some people 
returned to the American Embassy to re- 
sume the vigil. 

The Direct Action Committee cabled 
their American counterpart, Non-violent 
Action Against Nuclear Weapons, who 
staged a one-hour poster walk on July 17 
in Philadelphia and a thre-hour walk the 
following day. 

Last Friday Fenner Brockway, MP, was 
greeted with tumultuous applause when he 
rose to speak at Holborn Hall, London, at 
a rally organised by the Afro-Asian 
Students’ Union. 

The meeting was also addressed by John 
Baird, MP, and several African and Asian 
speakers, 


The St, Pancras Town Hall was packed 
by 1,300 people on Sunday night for a pro- 
test meeting organised by “ Victory for 
Socialism,” the ginger group of the Labour 
Party. 

Dr. Soper received an ovation when- he 
stood to give a short address after a 


% ON BACK PAGE 


“We would welcome a peaceful approach 
by negotiation through the UN or its 
Security Council or otherwise with a view 
to helping the United Nations to take steps 
to end the conflict in the Near and Middle 
Eastern region, 


“T am grateful to you for your kind in- 
vitation to India to join a conference of 
Heads of Governments suggested by you. 
If there is agreement about the holding of 
such a Conference it should not be difficult 
to fix a suitable venue and an early date. 
We shall gladly offer our services to it in 
the cause of peace if they are needed.” 


Mr. Nehru concludes his letter saying 
that he understands the conference which 
Mr. Khrushchov is now asking for is to be 
limited to the situation in the Middle Bast 
and is “different and separate from’ the 
proposal for a high-level or Summit con- 
ference which has been under discussion 
for some time.” 


S. Africa lifts ban 
on Peace News 


Y Government proclamation No. 791 

in the Gazette of June 6, the South 
African Government has lifted the ban im- 
posed on Peace News last year. 

This follows a number of representations 
to the Government made by the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation in South Africa and to 
Embassies, Legations and Consulates in a 
number of other countries by Peace News 
readers, war resisters and others, 

“T hope the removal of the ban will 
result in an increase in the sales out here,” 
the Rey, Arthur Blaxall, Chairman of the 
South African Fellowship of Reconciliation 
told Peace News last week. 








March to Hyde Park (London), Saturday, 
July 26. Assemble 6 Endleigh St., Euston, 
at 2 p.m. Speakers at 3 p.m.: Sybil 
Morrison and Fred Moorhouse. See 
Diary, page seven. 








HANDS 


MASS RALLY IN TRAFALGAR SQUARE 
SUNDAY, JULY 27, at 3 p.m. 


Organised by the Movement for Colonial Freedom, 374 Grays Inn Road, London W.C.I. 


Speakers. include : 
FENNER BROCKWAY, MP, 


A. WEDGWOOD BENN, MP, 


OFF THE MIDDLE EAST 


JOHN STONEHOUSE, MP 
E. ROBERTS (Asst. Sec. AEU) 


TED BEDFORD (London Co-op Party Political Committee) 
Protest march from Marble Arch to Trafalgar Square. 


Assemble from 1.45 p.m. 


Move off 2.15 p,m. 
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5 
BOOKS FOR AFRICA & 
s 


Large numbers of text and library books haves 
been sent to Mrs, Coleman’s African Secondary = 
School in Rhodesia as a saat of PEACE NEWS § 

appeals. 


Many more are being received and could be 
sent if funds to cover postage were available. 


Contributions and offers to send books direct 
will be welcomed by— 
LEONARD TOMKINSON, 
"144 Muswell Hill Road - London, N.108 
a 
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Mabel Eyles and Partners (Employment ency 
lating, typing, printing. Verbatim shorthand ters: 
Licensed Annually by the LCC). Duplicating, trans- 
Conference reporters. *‘ Round the Clock” dupli- 
cating. 395 Hornsey Road, London, N.19. (Arc. 


1765 or Mou. 1701). 





BUILD YOUR FUTURE 


Wisely e@ Safely 
Let Your Money Earn 


O/ FREE OF 


O INCOME TAX 


Interest accrues from date of 
investment 


“ Guide for Investors” sent 
on request 


ST. PANCRAS 
BUILDING SOCIETY 


For Social Saving 


U.N.’s highest honour for David Hoggett 


By REGINALD REYNOLDS 


O David Hoggett has been selected for the Nansen Award this year. It 
is the highest honour which the United Nations can bestow and this time 
it goes to David, for outstandingly meritorious work” on behalf of refugees. 


David says that’s all hooey. He says he 
has just been chosen as a “symbol” for 
thousands of volunteers who did the same 
sort of thing. He also says that he doesn’t 
mind the fuss if that is understood, and if 
it all helps to remind people of a refugee 
problem in so many countries—‘“ just a 
symptom,” says David, “of the mess we 
are still in.” 


O.K., David. All the same, there are 
many who might like to know more about 
you. And those who do know you will 
be glad to have the facts made known to 
others. 


Did any of you who marched on Trafal- 
gar Square in that Sunday demonstration 
for nuclear disarmament, or any, of you 
who were at Brize Norton, see a young 
man with a beard being wheeled in a chair? 
Well, that was David Hoggett. 


When I knew him first it would have 
been hard to think of David in a wheel- 
chair. He’s only 29 now, and in those days 
he was much younger. He had been called 
up in 1947 and served in the Army, where 
he becameya sergeant. At the end of 15 
months he was through with all that. He 
had developed strong pacifist convictions 
and he refused further service. 


Result: a court-martial at Aldershot, after 
three weeks under close arrest, He was sen- 
tenced to three months imprisonment. 
There followed a hearing before an Ad- 
visory Tribunal and David agreed to do 
the rest of his “national service” in 
forestry, 


Visit to India 


He served with the International Volun- 
tary Service for Peace after that in England, 
then in France, He went to the German 
Freundschaftsheim, at Bueckeburg. And 
then he went to India, in 1952, where for 
18-months he worked with the IVSP again. 


I first met David shortly before he left 
for India. Because of common interests, 
and my old friendship with older members 
of his family, I found myself in. corres- 
pondence with this young man—delighted 
always to receive his letters, so full of 
vitality. 

Levwrote of. hiesworks. of... au. visit to 


Jayaprakash Narayan as I had 
reacted” to Gandhi and Nehru. 
fascinating. 


once 
It was 


Of his first meeting with Jayaprakash he 
wrote: “ He is probably the finest person I 


were volunteers enough. When I asked him 
if he could tackle a small job I was 
delighted to have his reply—he could and 
would, but not for a week; he was too 
busy with the Campaign for’ Nuclear Dis- 
armament, 

He had also many visitors—if they came 
originally out of sympathy I am sure they 
returned for inspiration. In a circular 
letter he mentioned some from far afield, 
and names well-known ~ internationally. 
Recent visitors before I went to see him 





have met in India (Vinoba excepted)— 
straightforward, kind, truly humble yet 
strong as steel.” It was from David that I 
first heard of that decisive step which 
brought Jayaprakash, the former Marxist, 
into the “land-gift’”? movement, to work 
with Vinoba—the ascetic who had once 
seemed remote from all social and 
economic affairs, 


Soon David himself was in this move- 
ment—Bhoodan. He worked for a year 
with Vinoba’s people, and at intervals there 
came the personal and circular letters which 
I still treasure. To me David had a very 
special importance, and today he has ac- 
quired a new and even greater one, But 
even in those days his devotion and courage 
marked him as one of the spiritual élite— 
the people on whom the rest of us depend, 
so often, for inspiration and example. He 
had clearly. a rare intellectual integrity, too: 


last week were Jayaprakash Narayan, with 
his wife and Dr, Dhada. 

I arrived to find that David was “all 
the news” in Cheltenham, The Nansen 
Award had just been announced and the 
story, with David’s photo (seen above) was 
in the place of honour in the local paper. 
Visitors were still coming to congratulate 
him; and his telephone (ingeniously adapted 
so that he can even ring people himself) was 
very active. | 

The “ presentation ” is supposed to take 
place at Geneva on October 10, but David 
is unlikely to appear in person at the 
Palais des Nations, That hardly matters. 
He is, at 29, already a legendary figure of 
heroism. I am almost tempted, myself, to 
write something about Davie Hoggett to 
replace the fatuous verses about Davie 
Crockett. The tune is all right and there 
is plenty to say. ; 





Viset to india 


He served with the International Volun- 
tary Service for Peace after that in England, 
then in France, He went to the German 
Freundschaftsheim, at Bueckeburg. And 
then he went to India, in 1952, where for 
18-months he worked with the [VSP again. 


I first met David shortly before he left 
for India. Because of common interests, 
and my old friendship with older members 
of his family, I found myself in corres- 
pondence with this young man—delighted 
always to receive his letters, so full of 
vitality. 


Interest accrues from date of 
investment 


“ Guide for Investors” sent 
on request 


ST. PANCRAS 


BUILDING SOCIETY 


For Social Saving 


He wrote of his work, of a visit to 
Sevagram, of Basic Education and of the 
possibility of service in Africa. His 
experiences and comments so often recalled 
the India which I had known over 20 years 
before. He “ reacted” to Vinoba Bhave and 


Total assets exceed £2,000,000 


200, Finchley Road, London, N.W.3 
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RELIGIOUS FLASHPOINT 


_The Churches Give a Lead 


The British Council of the Churches in their Annual Report for 1957 record that the 
Council ‘* By a narrow majority passed a resolution deploring the Government decision to carry 
out tests of Bombs in the megaton range.’ 


This clearly indicated to the Government that they had the support of all but a bare 
majority of the Churches in testing even the largest H-bombs, 


And this at a time when even secular opinion was urging the stopping of Tests. 
Write for free literature of the Movement for a Pacifist Church of Christ to:— 


Wallace Hanocok, 8 Barclay Oval, Woodford Wells, Essex. 





INVESTING IN PROSPERITY 


When you become a member of the London Co-operative 
Society you automatically have a right to invest in its 
prosperity. 
SHARE CAPITAL 
You may use your share book for savings by allowing 
your dividend to accumulate and by making additional 
deposits up to a total of £500. Share capital is easily with- 
drawable at short notice. 
LOAN ACCOUNTS 
Additionally to share capital members may also open Loan 
Capital Accounts. Dividends and interest can be automatically 
transferred to the loan account once the maximum figure of 
£500 has been reached in the member’s share capital account. 
PENNY BANK 
Encourage your children to save in our Penny Bank scheme, 
deposits from Id. to £2 may be made at the majority of our 
branches. Interest on each of the above schemes is payable at 
the rate of 24% per annum on monthly balances. 

For further and fuller information ask at any branch or store of the 


LONDON CO-OPERATIVE = SOCIETY, 


54 MARYLAND STREET, E.15 Tel. No. MARyland 4201 


LTD. 


into the “land-gift’? movement, to work 
with Vinoba—-the ascetic who had once 
seemed remote from all social and 
economic affairs, : 


Soon David himself was in this move- 
ment—Bhoodan. He worked for a year 
with Vinoba’s people, and at intervals there 
came the personal and circular letters which 
I still treasure. To me David had a very 
special importance, and today he has ac- 
quired a new and even greater one, But 
even in those days his devotion and courage 
marked him as one of the spiritual élite— 
the people on whom the rest of us depend, 
so often, for inspiration and example, He 
had clearly, a rare intellectual integrity, too; 
and all the qualities which he admired in 
Jayaprakash were David’s own qualities of 
character, 


It was typical of David that he 
travelled home the hard way—as a “ deck” 
passenger in the ‘heat of May on a slow 
boat to Basra—third class to Baghdad—S00 
miles by bus to Damascus and by a Turkish 
steamer to Marseilles, after which he hitch- 
hiked to Paris. .. . He had come home for 
many reasons, including health and the need 
he felt for further equipment in some useful 
form of work. 


Rejecting the “‘ white-collar ” occupations, 
he decided on cabinet-making as something 
of practical value for which he had a 
natural aptitude. It was at another work- 
camp, in Austria, where he was “on loan” 
from the IVSP to UNA that he had the 
terrible accident (in August 1956) which 
fractured his fifth cervical vertebra and left 
him practically paralysed, 


Working with CVD 


I had seen David briefly on his return 
from India, full of that wiry strength 
which enabled him to endure so much in 
his work for the poor and the homeless. 
When next I saw him it was in a hospital 
at Sheffield, A little movement remained in 
one arm; but the hands of the cabinet- 
maker and violinist, of the young man who 
had worshipped with his hands and _ his 
whole body, were useless. 

The thing which astonished me then, and 
still does, was the cheerful smile with which 
he greeted me. He was quite undaunted. 
His interest in the world outside was un- 
diminished, his knowledge of it more 
up-to-date than mine. His concern was that 
he should find useful things to do. 

When I heard next from David he was at 
Cheltenham. He had gone home, Kind 
friends were helping him to find the new 
usefulness he wanted. Even though every 
letter he sent out had to be dictated, there 


story, with David’s photo (seen above) was 
in the place of honour in the local paper. 
Visitors were still coming to congratulate 
him; and his telephone (ingeniously adapted 
so that he can even ring people himself) was 
very active. { 
The “ presentation” is supposed to take 
place at Geneva on October 10, but David 
is unlikely to appear in person at the 
Palais des Nations, That hardly matters. 
He is, at 29, already a legendary figure of 
heroism. I am almost tempted, myself, to 
write something about Davie Hoggett to 
replace the fatuous verses about Davie 
Crockett. The tune is all right and there 
is plenty to say. i 
David says that he is not a leader, I’m 
not so sure. He has most, if not all, of the 
qualities I should look for in a leader, 
speaking personally, At least he deserves 
the admiration of all, pacifists especially, 
as a modern paladin, ‘sans peur et sans 
reproche ” and it was not by mere chance 
that he was selected to represent “as a 
symbol” the spirit of devoted service. 


” 





Brietiy 


The state of society and the debilitating 
effects upon it of the mass media will be 
discussed on the BBC Home Service next 
Wednesday at 10 p.m. The programme 
is called “Dead or Alive—Some views 
on the health of our society. Lindsey 
Anderson, Stuart Hall and Lord Altrinc- 
ham will criticise the effects of the Press, 
television, and the apathy of Parliament 
in the face of them, 


Ten posters advertising Peace News on 
Sheffield City hoardings have been put up 
by the local Peace Pledge Union group. 
“We are so impressed by the Annual 
Report of what has been done at Peace 
News office,” says the group letter which 
appeals for 6d. per week per poster to 
keep the display going to be sent to Miss 
A. Frith, 483 Bellhouse Road, Sheffield 5. 

With the £19 13s. 24d. faised at their 
Bring-and-Buy sale, the nine members of 
the Disley (Cheshire) Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament pian to purchase 
pamphlets to spread information about 
their work. 





“| renounce war and | will never 
support or sanction another ” 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 


Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
6, Endsleigh Street 


London, W.C.I 
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Huu Tuong is alive 


EWS has been received of Ho Huu- 
Tuong, the*.Vietnamese pacifist, who 
was sentenced to death last year, 


Enquiries made by Piérre Martin on be- 
half of Peace News haye revealed that he 
is being held in prison on the island of 
Puiolo Condor, some 300 miles from the 
extreme south of Vietnam. His wife says 
that. he is in poor health and she is 
doubtful whether he will survive the hard 
climate -of Puolo Condor, 


Ho. Huu-Tuong. was sentenced. to death 
by the Vietnamese Government on a charge 
of treason, after he had attempted to 
mediate between the Government and the 
opposition Binh Xuyen forces, 


Many appeals 


When Peace News published a report of 
the death sentence last December many 
appeals were made on behalf of Ho Huu- 
Tuong. The Peace Pledge Union, the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, and the 
British Women’s International League all 
sent cables to President Diem urging 
clemency. The Manchester Guardian wrote, 
“Ho Huu-Tuong is a good man and a 
popular man with many whose help is 
needed by the new nation. President Diem 


would be wise to grant a_ presidential 
pardon.” 
As far as is known, the death sentence 


has not yet been formally set aside, 





Civil Defence deceives 


fe Clit DEFENCE is a sham. I sug- 
gest to you that the letters CD more 
accurately stand for Calculated Decep- 
tion, and I ask you to say that we will 
no longer contribute to this shameful 
deception of the public,” said Councillor 
A. C. Latham at the Annual Meeting of 
the Eastern Regional Council of the 
Labour Party held at West Ham recently. 


He added: “Some say that CD is a red 
herring in the controversy over unilateral 
_ nuclear disarmament. I quite agree. 
There will remain public indifference 
over the H-bomb while people can still 
feel there is some comfort in continuing 
' Civil Defence. CD is a red herring 


which clouds the political and military 


facts of life to-day.” 
The meeting passed the following resolu- 
tion: ‘That in view of the immense 


danger to people living in the eastern 
Teamoanutram.maclaar..wartaraiac a) -6raciilt 


QUAKERS IN USA 


GET THIS CALL: 


Leave your work and 
come to Washington 


"HE General Conference of Quakers in North America has issued a) call 
~ to “Friends everywhere ” to come to Washington on August 2 and to stay 


there for a week of activity for peace. 


Stirred by the. news that one of their 
Committee Chairmen, William R. Hunting- 
ton is in a Hawaii prison for his attempt 
to get to Eniwetok in the Golden Rule, the 
General Conference issued the following 
call, couched in the dignified, yet determined 
language, made known to a wide public in 
the film “‘ Friendly Persuasion ” 


More than 200 Friends gathered for an 
appointed meeting for worship at Cape May 
on June 29 experienced a clear and pressing 
call to unite afresh in public expression to 
our opposition to ali war and the prepara- 
tion for war. 


From a Honolulu jail the words of our 
members in the crew of the Golden Rule 
touched our heaits, 


Our spirits were umeasy because our 
government continues nuclear weapons 
testing which brings death or disease to men, 
women and children for years to come. : 


We knew we must once more protest the 
futility of the arms race and of a foreign 
policy based on a balance of terror. 


We knew that we must do all we can to 
expose the folly of preparing for mass des- 
truction with the attending tidal wave of 
fear and hatred, 


Diligent seeking 


We knew that we must dedicate our lives 
again to the historic Quaker concern for 
renunciation of war and the reconciliation 
of man to man, 

We felt with fresh urgency the call to 
express the power of love to overcome 
evil, 

Details are then given of the “ meeting 
for worship and business at the Meeting 
House at 2,111 Florida Avenue, Washington 
DC on August 2 and 3 starting at 2 pm 
on August 2, and continues: 

All Friends who Jong for peace among 
men and who feel the power of the spirit 
of God in their lives are urged to leave 
their worldly business, give of their vacation 
time, or adjust their summer plans to 


We hope that you will plan to.’ be 
available through to Friday, August 8. to 


carry out under the corporate leading of: 


the Holy Spirit and the guidance of the 
overseers such ministry and public witness 
as may arise from the weekend meeting. It 
is anticipated that there will be an oppor- 
tunity to visit public officials, Friends will 
undoubtedly be mindful of the anniversary 
on August 6 of the dropping of an atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima. 


We feel no need for a pre-arranged pro- 
gramme, There will be prayerful considera- 
tion of the world’s headlong preparation for 
its own destruction and what is most effec- 
tive for us to do in this crisis of the world’s 
history. We know that the light of truth, 
the spirit of Christ, will reveal to us what 
we are to say, where we are to-go, and 
what we are to do that the will of our 
Heavenly Father may be done, 


Among the “Overseers” (members 
selected to give guidance and leadership), 
are a number of America’s leading Quakers, 
The Administrative Committee includes 
Lawrence Scott who played a leading part 
in organising the voyage of the Golden 
Rule, the demonstration in the Nevada 
Desert testing area and the Washington 
Pilgrimage, 


The office of the Friends General Con- 
ference is at 1515 Cherry Street, Philadephia 
Zea; 
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WEDDING PRESENT TO PN 


OU will see from the 
figures’ below how 
generously and quickly’ 
readers have responded to 
our appeal for money to 
«help Peace News over this 
difficult mid - summer 
period, 
There was £1 from a 
reader’ who writes: ‘ My. 
wife suggested ‘that instead of me buying 
her a wedding anniversary «present (17 
years) she would prefer me to -put the 
money to good use, i.e. help PN.” Another 
£1 was a reader’s first old-age pension pay- 
ment, - There. was £50 from a reader who 
is also a regular street-seller, too, and =e 
from an American reader, 

Can you help to keep this up—our need 
for another £250 by the end of the month 
is urgent, 

The. situation in the Middle East is 
making new demands on our office, We ask 
you to remember in the days ahead that 
Peace News is dependent entirely upon 
sales of the paper and donations from our 
friends. We have no subsidy from Wash- 
ington or Moscow—only the help of our 
readers, 

We ask you to send what you can today. 

THE EDITOR, 

Contributions since July 11: £172 13s. 6d. 






—_ 
PN 
‘BUND 
PaTEspr 


—_— 


Contributions since February 1, 1958: 
£761 2s. 

Still needed: £1,239 by February 1, 1959. 

Anonymous contributions: Anon., Shef- 


fieild, 
Anon., Southend, 5s.; Anon., 
Please make cheques, etc., payable to 
Peace News Ltd., and address them to Lady 
Clare Annesley, Joint Treasurer, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, NA. 


‘s.; Birthday Greetings, Brighton, £1; 





MISTAKE COULD START WAR 


MICHAEL TIPPETT, speaking at a 
"meeting organised by the Rugby 
Peace Pledge Union group recently, 
described how hydrogen bomb wars 
might occur by accident. : 
Hydrogen bombs were ready to be 
launched and dropped if certain signals on 
radar screens occurred. It was possible 
that mistakes could arise which would pre- 
cipitate an inimediate nuclear war, so that 
in a short time life on this planet. would 


—Michael Tippett 


been, reached. He believed that young, 
people, faced with the appalling situation 
that their life might cease at any moment 
must go on living with courage and faith 
that a way through would be found, 
Sybil Morrison, who also spoke, said that 
we - were faced «with» the challenging new 


situation that if a amajor.war broke out life 


on this planet would*probably not go on. 
The real answer to the problem was not 


Shanklin, Ss.- 





deception of the public,” said Councillor 
A. C. Latham at the Annual Meeting of 
the Eastern Regional Council of the 
Labour Party held at West Ham recently. 


He added: “Some say that CD is a red 
herring in the controversy over unilateral 
_ nuclear disarmament. I quite agree. 
There will remain public indifference 
over the H-bomb while people can still 
feel there is some comfort in continuing 
Civil’ Defence. CD is a red _ herring 


which clouds the political and military 


facts of life to-day.” 


The meeting passed the following resolu-: 
tion: “That in view of the immense 
danger to people living in the eastern 
region from nuclear warfare as a result 
of American bomber bases and proposed 
missile sites in the region, this confer- 
ence calls upon all Labour groups in the 
area to refuse to participate in Civil 
Defence as part of a campaign to rouse 


public opinion to the danger of complete 


annihilation of the population in the 
event of war.” 





Vera Brittain Ee canes 
Chairman PN Board 


ERA .BRITTAIN has been elected to 
the Chairmanship of Peace News Ltd, 


the non-profit making company which pub-- 


lishes Peace News. 


Known’ throughout’ the: English-speaking 
world as a writer, feminist, socialist and 
pacifist, she has recently returned to Britain 
after an extended ‘visit! and lecture tour in 
Canada and the USA. : 


Her “Testament of Experience” was 
published last year, a successor to “ Testa- 
ment of Youth” published in 1933 and 
running into 19 editions. 

Her first contact with the pacifist move- 
ment was the heckling which she received 
from pacifists at League of Nations Union 
meetings in the ’thirties. 

Swayed by their arguments she accepted 
an invitation from Canon Dick Sheppard to 
become a sponsor of the Peace Pledge 
Union in 1936. 

She succeeds Sybil Morrison, Chairman 
since 1955, 

PPU RELIGION COMMISSION : 
Pacifist Universalist Service 
3.30 p.m, SUNDAY JULY 27 


Friends International Centre 

32 Tavistock Square, Euston 

Discourse: by Edith Hunter 
“* Without ‘Money and Without Price ’’ 


We Knew that we must dedicate our lives 
again to the historic Quaker concern for 
renunciation of war and the reconciliation 
of man to man, 

We felt with fresh urgency the call to 
express the power of love to overcome 
evil. 

Details are then given of the “ meeting 
for worship and business at the Meeting 
House at 2,111 Florida Avenue, Washington 
DC on August 2 and 3 starting at 2 pm 
on August 2, and continues: 


All Friends who Jong for peace among 
men and who feel the power of the spirit 
of God in their lives are urged to leave 
their worldly business, give of their vacation 
time, or adjust their summer plans to 
respond to this call. 

We urge you.to come to Washington for 
this period of diligent seeking to know the 
will of ‘God for us and to act in giving 
prompt expression to whatever we may be 
called to do, 


PTOI IS AU POTD Merry OUPCOCT PETA parade 
Zebra, 


Clare ANHESTCY, SOUT ff PFEASUPCK, = £CUCE 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 








MISTAKE COULD START WAR 


MICHAEL TIPPETT, speaking at a 
"meeting organised by the Rugby 
Peace Pledge Union group recently, 
described how hydrogen bomb wars 
might occur by accident. : 

Hydrogen bombs were ready to be 
launched and dropped if certain signals on 
radar screens occurred. It was possible 
that mistakes could arise which would pre- 
cipitate an immediate ‘nuclear war, so that 
in a short time life on this planet would 
cease, 

There were also political dangers. Small 
countries would soon be able to produce 
nuclear weapons. An irresponsible leader 
could drop a bomb that would start a 
catastrophe. The ultimate of insanity had 


—Michael Tippett 


been, reached. He believed that young 
people, faced with the appalling situation 
that their life might cease at any moment 
must go on living with courage and faith 
that a way through would be found, 

Sybil Morrison, who also spoke, said that 
we .were> faced «with» the challenging new 
situation that if a majorswar broke out life 
on this planet would*-probably not go on. 

The real answer to the problem was not 
to. try to get rid of the latest terrible 
weapons of war, for knowledge of how to 
make them could not be destroyed. It was 
to get rid of war itself. For individuals 
that meant the personal renunciation of 
support for war, 





FAMILY ARRESTED IN 
H-TEST AREA 


NSPIRED by the Golden Rule an American family, thei 
Reynolds decided that the most meaningful. way to com- 


plete their four year round the world sail in their ketchf 
Phoenix would be to return to Hiroshima: via the nucleary@ 


test area, 


““We are simply an American family that got fed up and decided 
to do something about what we think is'an intolerable situation,” said 
With him were his wife, 
his son and daughter and Nick Mikami, a Japanese yachtsman. 


Arrested by Coast Guards 


Sailing from Honolulu, on June 11 the Phoenix was 65 miles 
inside the testing grounds when it was boarded by the Coast Guard. 
(The arrest was reported in PN, July 11). 
Kwajalein, in the Marshall Islands by naval destroyer. 

Earle Reynolds was placed under arrest and sent to Honolulu. 
His wife and daughter are with him but so far they have not been 
His son and Nick Mikami are still with the 


Earle Reynolds, the captain’ of the vessel. 


placed under arrest. 
Phoenix in Kwajalein, 


The Reynolds are not connected with any organisation, They 
have, however the full support of the crew of the Golden Rule and 
of Non-Violent Action against Nuclear Weapons, the organisation 


sponsoring the Golden Rule project. 


The Reynolds are now preparing for the forthcoming: trial. The 
maximum penalty for entering the test area is two years in jail and 


a fine of $5,000, 


The account of Earle Reynolds’ H-protest and that of the Golden 
Rule was briefly reported in a BBC news broadcast recently, 


HAS THE ARCHBISHOP HEARD THIS ONE? 


Dz. WILLIAM G. POLLARD, atomic scientist, Executive Director: 





It was then towed to 


of America’s Oakridge Institute of Nuclear Physics and an Epis- ; ; 
copal Clergyman, has said that H-bombs are God-made, and it is The crew of the Phoenix: Earle Reynolds, his wife and family 


“irreverent as well as fruitless to rebel against them.” 


and the Japanese yachtsman, 






















Photo: Honolulu Advertiser. 


4—PEACE NEWS—July 25, 1958 


Lebanon Observers 


URING the present Security Council 

proceedings Russia has added to 
its tally of vetoes, by preventing the 
acceptance of the Japanese proposal for 
the expansion of the UN _ Observation 
Group in the Lebanon, The operation of 
the veto is a ready instrument for the 
arousing of indignation against Russia in 
the less reponsible part of the Western 
Press; so it may be as well if we take a look 
at what is involved in it in this case. 


While we would certainly not maintain 
that the Russian veto has never been used 
in a merely obstructive and mischievous 
sense, in the majority of cases there are 
perfectly adequate reasons from the Rus- 
sian viewpoint why it should be used, 

In the present instance the Japanese pro- 
posal has without doubt been made after 
prior consultation with the US representa- 
tives, and associated with it is the sugges- 
tion that with the creation of an adequate 
Observation Group the conditions would 
be created which would make possible the 
withdrawal of the US forces. 


The Russian attitude is very naturally 
that, whatever may be done about the 
strengthening of the Observer Group, there 
is no reason for the creation of conditions 
to make the withdrawal of US troops pos- 
sible. These have no more business to be 
there than would have, for instance, a 
Russian force in Syria. 


The Observation Group was set up by a 
decision of the Security Council, the Rus- 
sians participating in the decision. This 
team produced its report, and although it 
admitted that there were difficulties in 
securing the facts, it was nevertheless satis- 
fied that there had been no massive infil- 
tration from outside Lebanon, and that 
there was little doubt that the vast majority 
of the rebels were Lebanese. 


Immediately the Lebanese Government, 
whose undemocratic proceedings have 
formed the foundation for the rebellion, 
set up a clamour that it was not satisfied 
with the UN Observation Group’s report, 
and all the Western Powers began to say 
the same thing in chorus. Nevertheless the 


report, and Mr. Hammerskjoeld’s views 
thereon, succeeded in producing a _ very 
different atmosphere surrounding the 


Lebanese situation, and it became evident 
that there was unlikely to be intervention 
by the US and Britain. 
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jection of the official Party line, but it is 
doubtful whether Mr. Gaitskell or Party 
Secretary Morgan Phillips could have ex- 
pected much else; the leadership has only 
recently, in the face of public pressure, 
announced a grandiose cautious campaign on 
the isolated issues of nuclear tests and Sum- 
mit talks, and then (unnoticed, so it hoped) 
abandoned the campaign. 


The resolutions on armaments for this 
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year’s conference probably reflect quite 
accurately the constituency party member- 
ship. There are numerous extraordinarily 
ambiguous ,resolutions, pleas for inefficient 
militarism (more respectfully called “the 
scaling down of defence expenditure ”) and, 
where the resolutions venture into the 
realms of explanations and reasoning, much 
painfully unintelligent thinking. But over 
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65 per cent of the resolutions urge the un- 
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“LETTING THINGS SLIDE” 


"THE PRIME MINISTER has referred to the dangers of British mili- 


tary intervention in the Middle 


East, and remarked that there are 


other dangers in doing nothing, in “letting things slide.” 
To challenge the wisdom of an appeal to force is to advocate a feckless 


policy of “letting things slide”! How 


naturally such “logic” comes to those 


who are incapable of thinking in other than militaristic terms ! 


@ It is the decision to intervene, and the dread consequences that 
might follow if any Government miscalculates how far it dares go in military 
threat and counter-threat that is a result of “letting things slide.” 

@ It is the planless temporising of our statesmen that results in con- 
tinuing military preparation and arms competition, 

@ It is the absence of the essential co-operative resolve to challenge 
the gathering momentum of our drift towards catastrophe that could allow 
events through human inertia to follow the traditional course. 


The 1955 “Summit” meeting made this apparent. 


Forward-looking state’ 


ments from the men who participated showed that they were then beginning to 


realise that completely new policies were called for. 


When there followed a 


reversion to planning in terms of the power struggle, the statesmen of the world 
indicated that they had not measured up to the new demands. 

They were unable to rise above the development of their NATO, SEATO, 
Bagdad and Warsaw Pacts, even though it had become clear that these things 


would lead to world disaster. 


*x 


* 


{Tt WAS IN THE MIDDLE EAST more than any other area of the 
world that a new policy was called for. 


‘® Here were a number of small states, 


backward in development, 


turbulent and with feudal rulers intriguing against each other. 
@ Here the whole situation was inflamed by the contrasts between rich 
and poor, State and State, produced by the exploitation of oil resources. 


@ Here was pre-eminently an 
lt ttt crt tN lO titi Ms 


area that could be helped through the 
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conditional renunciation of all nuclear 
weapons, and this is a major revolt which 
cannot be ignored. 


Conference vote 


RECENT rumblings inside the Labour 

Party, including this week’s offer of 
resignation over Iraq by “ Shadow” De- 
fence Minister George Brown, a leading 
imperialist and former pacifist, indicate 
that it will take more than the usual mani- 
pulations and use of the Trade Union block 
vote to smother a decisive split in the 
Party. 

It is becoming increasingly clear that, if 
the Party Conference continues to reject 
the heartfelt demands of the rank-and-file 
members on this supreme issue, the Party 
will attract little enthusiasm about anything. 

Indeed, unless it faces up to this pro- 
blem, it will certainly collapse in the face 
of a movement of genuine opposition to 
preparations for total destruction. 

Surprisingly, there appears to be no men- 
tion of Civil Defence, unless it be in the 
last resolution of all: “ This conference is 
concerned at the high expenses arising 
from death and burial, and the fact that 
undertaking is still in many cases in the 
hands of unqualified people.” 


** Isis” trial 


THe conclusion of the “Isis” trial last 

week, with sentences of three months’ 
jail for ‘the two Oxford students, raises 
many problems and solves none. The sen- 
tences, under the Official Secrets Act, 
were for “unlawfully communicating secret 
information to which they had access” 
whilst conscripts in Naval Intelligence, This 
information appeared in a special H-bomb 
issue of the Oxford undergraduate maga- 
zine ‘Isis’? under the heading “ Frontier 
Incidents Exposed.” 

We know little about the trial because 
much of it was held in camera, This in 
itself, together with the earlier trailing of 
Scotland Yard agents round Oxford and 
Fleet Street, is sinister enough. But it is 
clear that the trial was a frank admission 
that there was some truth in the students’ 
exposures of how frontier “ incidents” are 
provoked, 

We have never doubted that the most 
monstrous acts which involve hideous risks 
for mankind are being constantly perpe- 
trated by any nation which prepares for 
war on the grand scale. This is quite 
evident, because spying and incitement in 
an atmosphere of constant suspicion follow 


quite logically from a commitment to war. 
The Oxford stiudenfe ‘are the latact wvictimea 


there was little doubt that the vast majority 
of the rebels were Lebanese. 

Immediately the Lebanese Government, 
whose undemocratic proceedings have 
formed the foundation for the rebellion, 
set up a clamour that it was not satisfied 
with the UN Observation Group’s report, 
and all the Western Powers began to say 
the same thing in chorus. Nevertheless the 


report, and Mr. Hammerskjoeld’s views 
thereon, succeeded in producing a very 
different atmosphere surrounding the 


Lebanese situation, and it became evident 
that there was unlikely to be intervention 
by the US and Britain. 


Russian veto 


TTTHEN came the revolution in Iraq. The 

US immediately obtained the necessary 
request from President Chamoun and _ the 
British Government in its turn obtained its 
request from King Hussein and there were 
the interventions in Lebanon and Jordan. 
It was of course evident that these were 
undertaken not because of what had hap- 
pened in Lebanon, but because of what 
had happened in Iraq; and although both 
the US and the British Governments in- 
sisted that they were only concerned with 
the defence of the independence of 
Lebanon and Jordan, it was apparent that 
this could easily become the preliminary to 
an attack on Iraq, and that at least, so far 
as King Hussein was concerned, it was this 
that was contemplated. : 

What the Russian delegation to the 
Security Council then is doing with its veto 
in this case,is not an attempt to make UN 
operations ineffective: it is an endeavour 
to make them more effective—to insist, in 
fact, that when a decision such as that for 
the setting up of the Lebanon Observation 
Group is taken, the consequence becomes 
a major factor in the situation. The 
Russians insist that the judgment that is 
pronounced is not something that is to be set 
aside as of no consequence if some of the 
parties to the decision do not like the out- 
come. 


H-revelt 


TY\HE great number of resolutions sup- 
“" porting the complete renunciation of 
nuclear weapons that have been proposed 
for the British Labour Party’s annual con- 
ference in nine weeks’ time is welcome 
evidence. that. this issue has now become 
more important than any other in the minds 
of rank-and-file members. 


There must be some very red faces in 
Transport House at such a categorical re- 


The 1955 “Summit” meeting made this apparent. 
ments from the men who participated showed that they were then beginning to 
realise that completely new policies were called for. When there followed a 
reversion to planning in terms of the power struggle, the statesmen of the world 
indicated that they had not measured up to the new demands. 

They were unable to rise above the development of their NATO, SEATO, 


Bagdad and Warsaw Pacts, even though it had become clear that these things 


would lead to world disaster. 


* * 


[T WAS IN THE MIDDLE EAST more than any other area of the 


world that a new policy was called for. 

'‘@®> Here were a number of small States, backward in development, 
turbulent and with feudal rulers intriguing against each other. 

@ Here the whole situation was inflamed by the contrasts between rich 
and poor, State and State, produced by the exploitation of oil resources. 

@ Here was pre-eminently an area that could be helped through the 
co-operation of the Powers in bringing assistance and guidance. 

@ Here, equally, was an area that would be a constantly recurring 
source of danger if, instead of co-operation in bringing ordered development, 
the Great Powers were to persist in using these small states in their own 
power struggle. a a ; 

* * Eo ais ti i 

AFTER THE SUEZ CRISIS the Russian Government made proposals 

to the Western Powers for a joint declaration of principles to ' govern 
the relationship of the Powers. to the Middle Eastern States. 

These. proposals of February 11, 1957, would have involved, the. Western 
Powers surrendering the customary xights they have assumed of treating the 
Middle East as coming within their special sphere of . influence. 

This assumption was bound to be increasingly resented. and challenged b 


‘the States immediately concerned. 


If the power struggle is to continue, moreover, a glance at the map shows 
the absurdity of thinking that Russia is likely to allow the Western European 
Powers to monopolise influence in this area. How much more absurd it is to 
assume a quiet Soviet acquiescence in the increasing US penetration ! 

The Western statesmen, however, continuing to think in out-of-date terms, 
must haye regarded these proposals as demanding concessions instead of making 
them. The two concluding proposals, however, should auite clearly have formed 
the basis of discussion on means of bringing peace and progress to the Middle 
East, and the possible development of methods of co-operation in a wider field. 
These proposals were: j \ { i 

“The mutual renunciation of the supply of arms to countries of the 

Near and Middle East; and co-operation towards the economic development 

. without making any political, military, or other conditions whatever 
incompatible with the dignity and sovereignty of these countries.” 
* * 
NO RESPONSE WAS MADE to these proposals. The Western Gov- 
ernments preferred a policy of “letting things slide.” ' 

If they had agreed to examine the possibilities for peace these proposals 
offered, they would have been sharing an initiative in seeking the establishment 
of conditions of peace in the world. 

Now they have to face Mr. Khrushchoy’s proposal for talks with an inevit- 
able disadvantage: they have been seen to be ready to threaten peace, while the 
Russian Government has demonstrated a more responsible regard for the dangers 
involved. 

They are in this position because they have let things drift. 

If the world is not to drift into war as a result of some crisis of this kind, the 
West should display an equal readiness with the Russian group to abandon the 
cold war and the power struggle. 


_ Mr. Khrushchoy’s proposal offers an opportunity to stop “letting things 
slide.” 





Forward-looking state/ 


Wwe KNOW lttie about the trial because 
much of it was held in camera. This in 
itself, together with the earlier trailing of 
Scotland Yard agents round Oxford and 
Fleet Street, is sinister enough. But it is 
clear that the trial was a frank admission 
that there was some truth in the students’ 
exposures of how frontier “ incidents” are 
provoked. 

We have never doubted that the most 
monstrous acts which involve hideous risks 
for mankind are being constantly perpe- 
trated by any nation which prepares for 
war on the grand scale. This’ is quite 
evident, because spying and incitement in 
an atmosphere of constant suspicion follow 
quite logically from a commitment to war. 
The Oxford students are the latest victims 
of this policy. ; 

It is no consolation that similar acts of 
incitement ' and spying conducted against 
the Nazi regime in World War II are how 
not only admitted but glorified in a spate 
of war novels and films over much of the 
world. . i 

The Nuremburg trials established’ the dic- 
tum; that a man under military orders has 
a duty to refuse them if they are repulsive 
to his conscience. Is the conscript bound 
by the Official Secrets. Act presumed to 
have no conscience? If he learns of secret 
military practices involving such lunacy that 
they could literally involve the ‘entire globe 
in agony, ‘has he not ‘a ‘duty to refuse to 
accept the Official Secrets Act? i 


Military demands 


ND now the students are “serving” 

again—this time a sentence, The Lord 
Chief Justice, Lord Goddard, has ordered 
them “the most favourable conditions 
away from criminals,” but it is difficult to 
see what use the sentences will serve, These 
students will never forget what they saw and 
learnt as conscripts, and it is’ heartening 
that after two years’ military regimentation 
they still felt sufficiently humanly ‘repelled 
by it to protest. They won’t look any more 
favourably onthe State for jailing them for 
their human impulses, 

If Lord Goddard and the Powers he 
serves were truly concerned for keeping 
young people ,“‘away, from criminals,” they 
would never tolerate any armies; it would 
also be interesting to. know why they put 
conscientious objectors into jail in the com- 
pany. of. murderers and anti-social 
influences, | 

Meanwhile we hope that in, their prison 
cells the two undergraduates will meditate 
upon the broader issues and see that their 
unhappy circumstances are yet another of 
the demands of military “ necessity.” 
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Manchester Guardian 


The Press 


anaes 


The Toronto Globe 


a 


However legitimate the American interven- If under Article 51 it is all right for the 


tion (in Lebanon) may be, it is none the 
less foolish—breathtakingly so. 

It is difficult to escape the conclusion that 
the American Government was stricken 
with panic. The West’s footholds were 
crumbling away; action was required— 
any sort of action. Now we shall begin 
to learn the cost. 


Even if pipelines are not blown up, even if 
the Soviet Union does not exploit 
Western folly with the talk of volunteers 
and rockets that it used so skilfully at 
the time of Suez—or with riskier 
manceuvres—even if the worst does not 
happen, the United States has now des- 
troyed its credit in most of the Moslem 
world. The Arab friends that are left to 
America maintain régimes as doomed as 

- was that of King Farouk. It is sad that 
within less than two years she has so 


rashly squandered the credit that she Unfortunately Britain 


earned as the protector of Arabs against 


United States to intervene with force to 
prop up a friendly regime, what is to 
prevent a Government with different ten- 
dencies from calling in Russian or 
Chinese troops to help it stay in office? 


Karl Ruassell 


President of the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament. 


I have no wish to express a view as to the 


rights and wrongs of controversies in the 
Middle East. What I do wish to say is 
that this dispute and any others that may 
arise should be settled by negotiation, and 
that the attempt by either side to settle 


VOICES OF SA 


action in the Middle East, have put 
themselves in a position where they are 
vulnerable to blackmail. That is their 
fault and not Mr. Khrushchov’s. They 
will beart a heavy responsibility if they 
now ignore or flatly reject his invitation: 
—July 20. 


Times of India : 


Any UN approval of what the US has done 


will reduce the Charter to a mockery, 
and an attempt to create the impression 
that intervention is fully in accordance 
with the spirit of the Charter is as objec- 
tionable as intervention itself—July 16. 


i. KF. Stone 


them by the use or threat of armed force American political commentator and editor 


is madness, in view of the danger of the 


of “I. F. Stone’s Weekly”: 


extermination of the human race-—Man- Lhose who believed that no major power 
: would risk a world war in the H-bomb Murder is reject 


chester Guardian, July 18. 


Observer 


and the United 
States, by their rash and ill-considered 


age now have their answer. It is also 
the answer to those who thought that the 
only possible danger might be from a 
half-mad_ dictator ruling a_ terrorised 
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What you can do 


@® Write at once to your MP, the Post 
Office will tell you his name, address your 
letter to The House of Commons, West- 
minster, S.W.1. Demand the immediate 
evacuation of our troops. 


® Write also to the Prime Minister at 10 
Downing. Street, London, S$.W.1 and Mr. 
Gaitskell, Leader of the Opposition, at the 
House of Common. 


® Write to your local newspaper. 


® Get in touch with the peace organisa- 
tions in your town and help them to organise 
protest meetings, poster parades and other 
activities. 

@® Make your voice heard on this issue 
in any organisation to which you belong. 
® Distribute leaflets available from the 
Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 

@® If a member of the Labour Party, urge 
your local Party to support resolution No. 
177 which would pledge support for a 
policy of total disarmament and the drawing 
up of an economic plan for the diversion 
of labour and materials, now being wasted 
in preparation for destruction, to construc- 
tive purposes at home and abroad. 


® Distribute extra copies of Peace News 
(3s. a dozen post free for free distribution) 
or copies of this supplement, 3d. each 
(postage 2d.); 2s.6d. doz.; 15s. 100, post 
free. 
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[t is little more than a week since the 
Americans landed their first tanks and 
Marines at Beirut, and two days less 
since planes from Cyprus brought the 
first British soldiers to Jordan, But 
under the cross-fire of declarations, warn- 
ings and counter-warnings by the various 
Governments, and with people’s attention 
rivetted on day-to-day developments in 
the international situation and on United 
Nations proceedings (or adjournments), 
the fundamental facts are already in 
danger of being obscured. Let us recall 
them: 
1. The Sraqui revolution was 
against a government admitted 
by everybody to be autocratic. It did 
not even allow the existence of a political 
opposition and it had suppressed all free- 
dom of expression, : 
2. Until this revolution broke out 
the West accepted, though it 
may not have liked it, Mr, Hammarsk- 
joeld’s view that there was no case for 
intervention in that country’s internal 
struggle, because there was no evidence 
of any considerable infiltration of arms 
or men from Syria, 
a The Iraqui revolution changed 
this, After a first short-lived 
and rather foolish statement that Ameri- 


“Nothing in the present Charter shall 
impair the inherent right of individual 
or collective self-defence if an armed 
attack occurs against a member of the 
United Nations, until the Security 
Council has taken the measures neces- 
sary to maintain international peace 
and security. Measures taken by 


members in the exercise of this right of [hat this should | 


self-defence shall be immediately re- 
ported to the Security Council and 
shall ~ not im any way affect the 
authority and responsibility of the 
Security Council under the present 
Charter to take at any time such action 
as it deems necessary in order to main- 
tain or restore international peace and 
security.” 


* 


5. The pre-condition for Western 
help for President Chamoun is 
therefore the existence—at the very least 
the imminent danger—of an armed 
attack; and this in its turn means that in- 
filtration of arms and/or men must have 
been or be on a scale large enough to 
warrant the term “armed attack.” On 
this point America and Britain are in flat 
contradiction with the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations and with his 
observers in the Lebanon. 


‘can forces must be landed in Lebanon to In strict interpretation of the Article, even 


protect American residents (at the ratio 
even in the beginning of about two 
Marines for every single American civi- 
lian), it was announced that a new and 
urgent appeal by President Chamoun was 
the reason for the landings, justified by 
Article 51 of the United Nations’ Charter. 
4. A similar appeal by . King 
Hussein was announced. as the 

reason for the dispatch of British troops 


to Jordan, also justified by Article 51. Its 


wording is as follows:— ax 


imminent danger of an armed attack is 
not sufficienf—it must actually have 
occurred. In explanation of their dis- 
regard of Mr. Hammarskjoeld’s declara- 
tion the two Western Governments assert 
that neither the Secretary-General nor his 
observers have been able to supervise the 
whole length of the Syrian-Lebanese 
frontier, 


6. 


the case of Britain’s help to 


~*King Hussein, who made a direct appeal 


‘to the British 


to this, Mr, 
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nentator and editor 
s Weekly”: 
at no major power 


society. Eisenhower, Nixon and Dulles 
ordered the Marines into action in 
Lebanon without consulting Congress, 
our allies in Nato, or the UN. All three 
were confronted with a fait accompli, as 
if this were the world of 1900, the 


Lebanon a banana republic on our door- 
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Skanska Dagbladet 


step, and the most lethal weapon still the The newspaper of Sweden’s Agrarian Party. 
machine-gun. This could conceivably be There may be a legalistic difference between 


the start of the final planetary struggle. 
How casually it may have been set in 
motion ! 


A summary of an address given to MP’s and members of the Labour Peace 
Fellowship in the House of Commons, June 17, 1958, by Professor Dame 
Kathleen Lonsdals, F.R.S. 


PACIFISM is based on an ethical prin- 
ciple—refusing to do evil that good may. 


thinking and ALL governments are con- 
servative on this issue, 


come. In international affairs individuals Pacifist policies are rejected because of the 


support actions that they reject in their 
private lives. War is organisation for mass 
violence. Embracing modern war is lead- 
ing to a decay in international morality. 


var in the H-bomb Murder is rejected not only because it is 


answer. It is also 
ho thought that the 
might be from a 
uling a terrorised 


morally wrong but because it is socially 
disruptive. For the same reasons all war 


risks, yet the risks of the nuclear arms 
race are far greater. All nations want 
plenty and power—this leads to rivalries 
and war. Countries which have developed 
technically build up their armaments to 
gain security. Yet the arms. burden is 
impoverishing the world. 


should be rejected. Pacifism is the oppo- Disarmament talks break down because the 


site of power politics. It involves new 


Great Powers believe in negotiation at 
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until the Security 
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easures taken by 


‘to the British Government. In addition 
to this, Mr. Macmillan stated in the 
House of Commons, the British Govern- 
ment had also received information on 
the night of its decision to send troops 
to Jordan that a revolution similar to the 
one in Iraq was planned for the next day 
at Amman, 


cise of this right of That this should have been so does not 
seem at all surprising, but it does not For the moment the world is concerned 


be immediately re- 
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establish any right of external interven- 
tion any more than such a right was said 
to exist in the case of the Lebanon dur- 
ing all the weeks before the Iraqi revo- 
lution. And there could be no reason- 
able suspicion of danger threatening 
Jordan from the outside, : 


The Syrians, with strong Turkey on their 


northern border, are not likely to be 
adventurous, the less so since they can- 


HHH 


case being men whom the majority of 
their peoples would like to see in the 


the landings in Lebanon and Suez. But ~ 
they have still a great similarity. They 
are both dangerous. 


PACIFISM AND POWER POLITICS 


the point of a gun. Concessions are made 
only to weaken the opponent. 


Today there is a need for a permanent and 


impartial World Court of Justice that can 
protect individuals and not merely settle 
minor disputes between sovereign States. 
But we must remember that sovereign 
States cannot be coerced into good be- 
haviour. A true World Police’ force 
could only function with the consent of 
the governments affected. 


War and police action are entirely different. 


The police protect both the public and 
society, bring the criminals to a fair trial 
and rehabilitate them. The main aim is 
justice not killing. War is the opposite. 
A fair trial of a4 whole nation is im- 
possible. The actual effect of war is to 
kill miliions and ruin future generations. 
Real police action allows individual rights 
of defence and appeal. In war individuals 
and masses are expendable. 


nether regions, and are, in many cases, To end war individuals and groups should 


fully prepared to dispatch there. The 
Western ‘countries’ friendship with them 
was the chief cause of anti-Western feel- 
ing even before the American and British 
landings, so it is easy to see how the 
landings must strengthen anti-Westernism. 


mainly with whether the events in the 
Middle East are heralding a state of 
greater danger of war between the Soviets 
and the Western alignment, or whether 
they mean a strengthening of the West’s 
position sufficient to make a clash 
between the two camps less probable in 
the foreseeable future as assumed by 
Whitehall and Washington. 
* 


not ignore that: an attack by them on But that, too, all-important though. it is, is 


Jordan would bring in against them, in 
addition to the Turks, overwhelming 
Western forces under the (this time) legi- 
timate use of Article 51. As for Iraq, it 
runs counter to commonsense that. a 
newly established revolutionary govern- 
ment would take on the hazards of ex- 
ternal warfare before it had consolidated 
itself thoroughly at home, 


So we arrive at the basic truth, which is 


now also taking. the place gradually of 
the first unconvincing ‘declaration: the 
American as well as the British landings 
were decided upon out of fear that the 
revolution .started in Iraq would spread 
to every Arab country in which there is 


deep discontent with existing governments 


—though the last part of this sentence is 
not likely to be stressed in official pro- 
nouncements, ; 


yas also invoked in What we now hear. instead is shop-worn 


f Britain’s help to 
jade a direct appeal 


eloquence about moral obligations to 
support loyal friends, the friends in each 





an example of not looking beyond the 
length of one’s nose. For. the. truth is 
that the calamity of the Third World War 
still stands a good chance of being 
averted for the present, but that the 
West’s claim to stand for freedom and 
democracy is being exposed as a sham, 
not even partially successful in hiding 


‘self-interest and unwillingness to surren- 


der old power positions to the needs of 
present-day world conditions. 


And once again, as on more than one pre- 


vious occasion, the West has also allowed 
itself to be badly beaten in the diplo- 
matic field. Mr, Khrushchoy’s call for 
an immediate meeting at Geneva, or any- 
where else, is more worthy of world 
statesmanship than anything our own or 


the American Governments have done 


since the beginning of the Lebanese revo- 
lution, which set off the. sequence of 
recent events in the Middle East. 


ROY SHERWOOD 





refuse to co-operate with Governments 
that pursue evil military policies (i.e., 
Suez war); youth should refuse to sup- 
port war; and adopt non-violent means 
of dealing with our enemies. 





How US Congress 
was gagged 


IGHTEEN months, ago when President 

Eisenhower asked the US Congress to 
approve the Eisenhower Doctrine for the 
Middle East, he promised that if armed 
intervention became necessary he would 
first consult Congress, 


These were his words, given in his Middle 


East: message; Jan,;*'5,°19575 “If. a 
situation arose which called for military 
application of the policy which I ask the 
Congress to join me in proclaiming, I 
would of course maintain hour-by-hour 
contact with the Congress. And if the 
Congress were not in session ... I 
would, of course, at once call the Con- 
gress into’ special session.” 


But on July 15, when Representative Reuss 


(Dem., Wisconsin) stood up and recalled 
that promise, he was cut short by the 
Speaker, who said: 


“Jn times like these we had better allow 


matters to develop rather than make re- 
marks about them.” 


Reporting this, I. F, Stone’s. Weekly points 


out that the Speaker’s- remarks were 
edited out of the Congressional Record, 
but were reported by the Associated 
Press and the. New York Times, the 


latter paper adding that the Speaker’s 


statement “ effectively cut off any further 
House discussion.” : s 
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THE -MUDDLE BAST 


By Hugh J. Schonfield 


An authority on the Suez Canal and also the ancient civiliza- 
tions of the Middle East. 
NOTHER Middle East crisis has arisen, and could 
not help arising, because of the refusal of the 
Great Powers—and indeed of the United Nations—to 
take strong constructive action to deal with the major 
causes of conflict. Instead the area, because of its 
geographical situation and oil resources, has been 
marked down as a battleground in the struggle 
between East and West. 

It is well known that whoever controls the Middle East 
is in a highly advantageous position strategically and econo- 
mically, and no one should be deceived—least of all the 
Great Powers themselves—by the inevitable pronouncements 
about altruistic motives with which courses of action are 
justified. We can forget about concern for non-interference 
and non-aggression, the honorable upholding of agreements, 
and talk about the United Nations Charter.. It is part of 
our human fallibility that we always put forward a moral 
pretext for our wars and acts of national self-interest, and 
even kid ourselves into believing in our own righteousness. 

The truth is that the Western Powers want to contain 
the Eastern bloc, and the Communist countries want to ex- 
pand their sphere of influence at the expense of the West. 

Power politics alone are at the root of the matter. The 

Bagdad Pact and the Eisenhower Doctrine are moves on 

one side, and the support of Arab nationalism and the 

encouragement of Nasser’s ambitions are moves on the 
other side. 

We do nothing useful in castigating the United States for 
sending troops to the Lebanon, and Britain for sending 
troops to Jordan. In the circumstances, and in what was at 
Stake, there was nothing else to be done. Neither is there 
any value in stressing that the West is bolstering up feudal 
and unpopular regimes. Equally there is nothing gained by 
accusing the Soviet Union of backing dictators and military 
cliques. From their point of view they are perfectly right. 
Unfortunately, public opinion on both sides is too prone to 
occupy itself with appearances rather than with realities, 


Star of Egypt in ascendant 


Arab nationalism itself is one of the Muddle Eastern 
illusions. Arab nationality or nationhood does not exist. 
There are a number of more or less Arab States, nearly all 
of them artificially created since World War I, and which 
consequently have been the subject of pressures to win. as 
many as possible to the side of East or West. Internally, 
other battles are still being fought out, tribal, dynastic, and 
the very old one revived as to which part of the Arab world 
is to have the hegemony. 

Thrown into this melting pot is the restoration of a Jewish 
State of Israel. Lovers of Biblical prophecy are doubtless 
intrigued by the repetition of the position in the eighth and 
seventh centures B.C. when Palestine was in the centre of 
the triagular conflict between Syria, Egypt, and Assyria- 
Babylonia. Students of Arab history will also recall the 
struggle between Bagdad, Cairo and Damascus after the 
Mohammedan conquests. 

At present the star of Egypt is in the ascendant with the 
formation of the United Arab Republic, which has its fervent 
supporters in Lebanon and Jordan and the new regime which 
may now become established in Iraq. It remains to be seen 
whether Jordan, Lebanon and Israel with part of Iraq will 
come together as a central corrective of the balance, or 
whether all but Israel will be absorbed in a new Arab 
empire. The initiative may well lie with Israel to seek peace 
and alliance with Lebanon and Jordan, or to seek a larger 
peace with the whole Arab world, Inactivity by Israel at 
’ this juncture in making overtures would hardly be masterly. 


The Arab Federation of Jurdan and Iraq may be written off. 
It should be obvious that as long as the East-West 
struggle continues there is not going to be any lasting peace 
in the Middle East, and there will be no peace in that 
quarter any way unless the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, especially the uncommitted and small 
Powers, rise to the occasion and take united and determined 
action to end the Cold War and insist on a Middle East 

Peace Conference. 

Summit talks may have their worth, but this is the time 
for all nations. which are sick of the power struggle to 
assert themselves resolutely and without fear. The Secretary- 
General of the United Nations, who has commendably 
refused as regards the Observers in the Lebanon to have 
them associated with the American forces, needs and deserves 
much greater backing. He requires indeed the overwhelming 
support of all who put goodwill before self-interest, 


Revolt against insanity © 


It is time to show the Great Powers that their greatness 
will be judged by their moral stature confirmed by their 
deeds. As long as it is otherwise the self-seeking politician 
will happily play off one country against another and take 
his profit. Why should he do otherwise, when his big 
brothers set him an example of moral delinquency ? 

The situation cannot be rectified by any half-measures or 
palliatives. One can go on with muddle, muddle, muddle 
until it is too late for any wise counsels at all. That has 
been the pattern hitherto. What has become imperative is the 
mighty upsurging of a revolt against international insanity. 
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Security Council, America and Britain will not have majority 
support in the General Assembly and certainly not the two- 
thirds majority required for intervention. 

America has even given a warning that the United Nations 
may collapse under this strain. It will be a disaster to the 
hope of peace in the world and to any international authority 
if the action of America and Britain precipitates this. 

In the background is the fearful danger that the 
American and British intervention may be followed by 
the intervention of Russia, If the Western Powers are 
justified in entering Lebanon and Jordan at the request 
of “friendly Governments,” Russia may feel that she 
would be justified in entering Iraq on a similar invitation 
from the new government there. 

This might lead not only to a conflict between West and 
East in Western Asia but to World War itself. A supreme 
effort should immediately be made to prevent this. 

One can place some hope in the General Assembly of the 
United Nations. Sane voices will be raised there, and the 
great body of degates representing the mind of the world, 
which above all desires peace, are likely to seek a con- 
structive solution. We can count on India’s contribution. 

A solution might be found in the appointment of an 
International Commission whose duty would be to bring the 
Western Powers, Soviet Russia. Egypt and the Governments 
directly concerned in Western Asia into an early conference. 
The aim should be to neutralise Western Asia and to secure 
a pledge from the Great Powers that they will no longer 
intervene by armed force or by the provision of arms to 
any government. This should be supplemented by free 
elections under United Nations supervision in Lebanon, 
Jordan and Iraq and, ideed, in other territories where auto- 
cratic regimes now exist, and where there is a popular 
demand for democracy. 

Not only Western Asia but the whole world is faced by a 
great crisis, Ouly by bold imaginative and constructive inter- 
national action can the peoples and peace be saved. 
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WORLD CRISIS DEMANDS 
IMAGINATIVE ACTION 


By FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 


N a crisis we tend to make decisions under the 
pressure of immediate events and emotions. We 
lose a sense of history. 

How will the future Judge American and British military 
intervention in Western Asia? 

There are three progressive and creative movements among 
Arab peoples, The first is for Arab unity. There is a sweep- 
ing desire among all the peoples of Western Asia, extending 
to Egypt and along North Africa, for the creation of a 
federation of Arab peoples, This is a natural development 
which Britain should help, not hinder. 


Arab peoples want neutrality 

Joined with this is a desire for self-reliance and indepen- 
dence. For decades the Arab people have been the subjects 
and playthings of Empires and Great Powers. Until the end 
of World War I the Arabs of Western Asia were dependants 
within the Ottoman Empire. Egypt was for seventy years 
under British domination and only since World War II have 
British tropps been withdrawn from its soil. Libya was under 
Italy, and Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco under France. The 
struggle in Algeria still goes cn. The passionate desire of all 
Arab peoples is to be free from the control of Great Powers. 

President Eisenhower has justified American intervention on 
the ground that revolutions in Lebanon and Iraq are Com- 
munist-inspired. It is often asserted that Egypt is a tool of 
Soviet Russia. In fact, Communists are imprisoned in Egypt 
and the Communist Party has been suppressed in the new 
Union of Egypt and Syria and has been made illegal. The 
Moslem religion of the Arabs is alien to Communism. If 
there has been any leaning towards Russia, this has been 
the consequence of the policy of the Western Powers. 

The British-French invasion of the Suez, the Eisenhower 
Doctrine, and now the American and British interventions 
in Lebanon and Jordan have made the Arab peoples turn 
towards Russia. But basically they wish to be neutral 
between the two Power Blocs. : 
The third sweeping movement in Western Asia is the 
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growing revolution among the peoples against the feudalism 
which has given all power and most of the wealth to the 
monarchs and the sheiks. The new wealth which has come 
from the discovery of oil has been shared equally between 
the land-owning monarchs and sheiks, on the one hand, and 
the American and British companies on the other, Some 
of the monarchs, including the late King of Iraq, have been 
sufficiently wise to expend a part of this wealth on social 
and economic improvements. But the contrast between the 
luxurious riches of the few and the poverty of the many has 
been glaring. In addition, liberal and democratic movements 
have been supprossed. Opposition parties have not been 
allowed, leaders have been imprisoned and no democratic 
expression of progressive opinion has been permitted. Hence, 
the revolutions against the old monarchical regimes. 

The fundamental error by the American and British 
Governments is that their intervention is supporting the 
tottering autocracies in Western Asia against the modernis- 
ing movements of change. 

The second error has been to ignore and even to defy the 
United Nations. In Lebanon there was a United Nations 
force of observers which had decided that there was no large- 
scale penetration of men or of equipment from Syria. This 
force had been under the personal supervision of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations and was composed 
of groups from independent countries, including India. Mr. 
Hammarskjoeld was proposing that this Observer force should 
be increased. He had found that the conflict in Lebanon 
arose from internal discord and there was an immediate 
prospect that it would be resolved. 


United Nations might collapse 


It was at this moment that America intervened. America 
appears to have been surprised that in the United Nations it 
was isolated, except for Britain, France, Canada and the 
Formosa delegate who is ironically supposed to represent 
China. Sweden and even Japan and the States of South 
America, usually subservient to Washington, were critical. It 
is obvious that, even if Russia vetoes a decision on the 


Japanese peace 
march 


A 1,000-KILOMETER peace march be- 

tween Hiroshima and Tokyo started 
on June 20 as part of the action of “‘ Peace 
Month” decided by the Japan Council 
against atomic and hydrogen bombs. The 
marchers hope to reach Tokyo by August 
12, when the National Conference against 
A- and H-bombs opens. 

“YT do not walk. Aspirations of the 
peoples of the world for peace make me 
walk,” said Atsushi Nishimoto, the leader 
of the march, in reply to speeches of en- 
couragement by the Mayor of Hiroshima 


and the Chairman of the Hiroshima 
Council against Atomic and Hydrogen 
Bombs. 


Among the marchers was a 53-year-old 
victim of the atom bomb, Mr. Toshio 
Mizoguchi, who lost his right leg in the 
atom bomb blast. He was conveyed in a 
pushcart wheeled by members of his 
family. 

The Japan Council is calling on people 
who live on the route of the march to join 
the marchers “even for a day, even for an 
hour.” 


The reservist and 
conscientious objection 


The following statement was issued by the Central Board for Conscientious Objectors 
from their office at 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1 last week. Any enquiries or 


requests for advice 


should go to them. 


"[‘HOSE liable as Reservists who have developed a conscientious objection 
to further service will find themselves in one of two broad categories : 


a. This category comprises National Ser- 
vice men who have completed their full- 
time National Service in the Forces, but 
are still liable for part-time training in 
the succeeding three-and-a-half years; and 


also Regulars who have been placed upon ' 


Reserve. 


These men can come before a Tribunal 
only after they have received a sentence 
of not less than three months for an 
offence committed on grounds of con- 
science in Great Britain. 


It follows that they cannot make their 
conscientious objection effective and come 
before a Tribunal until they are called 
upon for service in the Forces and are in 
a position to commit the technical offence. 


b. These are all those who have com- 


pleted the normal period on Reserve but 
have had their liability to be called out 
in an emergency extended until June, 
1959, by the Navy, Army and Aire Force 
Reserves Act, 1954; and also former 
Class Z and Class G Reservists. 


_ These may appeal to a Tribunal im- 
mediately on recall without first receiv- 
ing a sentence. 


In both cases it should be noted that the 
procedure for applying to a Tribunal has 
no statutory sanction, but is a confirmed 
administrative practice. Many Reservists 
have felt it right to let the officer in 
charge of their records know in advance 
of their conscientious objection to further 
service. 
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CO’s sentence 
reduced 


T Derby on July 4, John Hesford suc- 

cessfully appealed against a sentence 
of nine months’ imprisonment imposed 
by Derby Borough Magistrates on April 
1 for his refusal to submit to medical 
examination under the National Service 
Acts. The Deputy Recorder for Derby 
Borough Quarter Sessions reduced the 
sentence to six months. 


In the course of the hearing, Mr, Edwin 
F, Jowett, Hesford’s Counsel, pointed out 
that this was a case where conscience and 
the law came into conflict. It was no 
answer to a man’s conscience to say 
“You have made your protest before the 
Tribunals, now obey the law.” If the 
law offended his conscience a man must 
stand by the latter. 





At a glance 


Mr. Edvard Hambro, of Norway, a former 
Registrar of the International Court of 
Justice at The Hague, will attend the 
Treason “Trial. sat. Pretaria >An. hahalt. aft 
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US call to action 
on Hiroshima day 


PLANS are being made in a number of 

American cities to commemorate the 

thirteenth anniversary of the dropping of 
the first atom bomb on Hiroshima. 

“Perhaps. we often tend to forget that it 
was our Government who made that 
decision to explode that bomb which 
killed more than 200,000 people and left 
many little children crippled and home- 
less,” says a call to action issued by the 
Philadelphia Peace Action Committee 
(2006 Walnut Street). 

On Hiroshima Day (Aug. 6) there will be 
a poster walk and leaflet distribution in 
down-town Philadelphia, followed by re- 
freshments, evaluation and quiet period. 

San Francisco: A poster parade and vigil 
extending over several days at an atomic 
plant. Public meeting on Sat., Aug. 9. 
Contact (Ben Seaver, AFSC, 1830 Sutter 
Street). 

Boston: Provisional plans for Bill Hunting- 
ton—jailed crew member of the Golden 
Rule—to speak (AFSC, Box 247, Cam- 
bridge 38, Mass.). 

Washington, DC: Week-long project organ- 
ised by Quakers. 

Chicago: George Willoughby of Goldon 
Rule crew to speak (Bradford Lyttle, 
AFSC, 59 E. Madison, Chicago 2), 

Los Angeles: Silent prayer meeting at 
Mount Hollywood Congregational Church 
at 2 p.m. Evening meeting with Bert 
Bigelow, Captain of the Golden Rule, 
sponsored by Quakers and Fellowship of 
Reconciliation (Walter Raitt, Box 991, 
Pasadena 20), 


Invitation for pilot 


N invitation is being extended to the 
comander of the B29 that dropped the 
atomic bomb over Hiroshima to pay a 

‘ visit to the city this summer. 

The invitation will ask him to attend the 
anniversary rally of the bombing, staged 
‘annually on August 6 and the Fourth 
World Conference against Atomic and 
Hydrogen Bombs and for Disarmament 
to he held in Tokyo. 

The Council will also send a letter urging 
Lewis to support the cause of the 
organisation in publicly criticising former 
President Truman’s statement in which 
he said that he had no regret in ordering | 
the bombing 13 years ago, : 
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“Health—National and International ” was the title of an exhibition (see above) 


organised by the North London Action Council for War on Want recently. 
One section organised by the Socialist Medical 


exhibition was in two sections. 


Association showed the achievements of the National Health Service. 





The 


The other, 


organised by the Council, told of. the struggle in its international aspect—the efforts 
of the World Health Organisation, the United Nations Children’s fund, and similar 
organisations to overcome the hunger and disease afflicting two-third ef the world’s 


population to-day. 
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In the course of the hearing, Mr, Edwin 
F. Jowett, Hesford’s Counsel, pointed out 
that this was a case where conscience and 
the law came into conflict. It was no 
answer to a man’s conscience to say 
“You have made your protest before the 
Tribunals, now obey the law.” If the 
law offended his conscience a man must 
stand by the latter. 





At a glance 


Mr. Edvard Hambro, of Norway, a former 
Registrar of the International Court of 
Justice at The Hague, will attend the 
Treason Trial at Pretoria, on behalf of 
the International Commission of Jurists, 


The Women’s Caravan of Peace have now 
_teached Albania. Their aim is to alert 
women to the dangers of fall-out and 
nuclear war. They hope to make con- 
tact with women working on similar lines 
in other countries. 
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Bishops and the Bomb 


HE truth is out at last: God (we may 
. believe) is. responsible . for | nuclear 
weapons, It was God who inspired the 
scientists to invent the atomic bomb. | At 
Hiroshima Mr. Truman was but the instru- 
ment ‘of the divine ‘purpose. 


“For all I know,” writes the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, “it is within the providence 
of God that the human race should destroy 
itself in this manner ”—that is, by universal 
massacre. 


Not to. be outdone, the Bishop of 
Rochester declares that, it would be better 
for mankind to commit murder and suicide 
than to live under. Communism, 


This is a little difficult to reconcile with 
the teaching of the Founder of Christianity 
who believed, and died for his belief, that 
it is better to suffer evil at men’s hands 
than to do evil to them. The conclusion, 
therefore, seems to be that we should get 
rid of the New Testament and return to the 
tribal God of the Hebrews who had no 
sentimental idéas about the sacredness of 
human life and no scruples ‘about the 
means to be employed to achieve righteous 
ends. It is recorded that he ordered his 
people to destroy their enemies ruthlessly. 


“Spare them not, but slay both man and 
woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, 
camel and ass.” 


What do 


I humbly suggest to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury that on the'’anniversary'’of the 
massacre at Hiroshima on August 6 there 
should ‘be a’ Thanksgiving Service in West- 
minster Abbey to celebrate this glorious 
triumph of good’ over evil, 


This would also serve.as a warning to the 
Soviet Union of what it may expect if it 
continues obstinately to oppose “ Christian 
Civilisation.” — KENNETH RAWLINGS, 
St. Michael’s Rectory, Lewes, Sussex, 


‘sMonepely in War” 


FiARL RUSSELL (PN, July. 18) is mis- 

taken in accusing me of not ascertain- 
ing his views; I have read them for many 
years and noted a considerable. number of 


LETTERS | 


changes, It seems to me, therefore, per- 
fectly proper to take it that the speech he 
was to have made to the Nuclear Disarma- 
ment Conference at Basle, was a statement 
of his present views. It was on that speech 
that my article was based. 

If he had read my views in Peace News 
over the last ten years as assiduously as I 
have read his, he would not have had to 
ask me my “secret” for prevention of war. 


you say? 


It is no secret that, along with all paci- 


fists, I' believe the only way is to- renounce 
the method of war on moral grounds, 


A World Government with a monopoly 
of all weapons could be as dangerous to 
peace as any other Government based upon 
the mistaken notion that vast arsenals 
frighten people into acquiescence, 


It is only when it is recognised and ad- 
mitted that war and all its weapons are 
immoral and evil, and abandoned on those 
grounds, that, mankind will be able to live 
at peace.—SYBIL MORRISON, Dick 
Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


Visiting Russia 


AM delighted to see from PN that a 

delegation visited Moscow, Just a year 
ago six. of us from Scotland were invited 
by VOKS for a month. Our experience was 
that the Russian people appeared to us to 
be more anxious for international friend- 
ship than our national Press would make 
us believe. 


That can easily be explained by the 
terrible suffering that existed in Russia fol- 
lowing two world wars. How I wish more 
of our folks could visit Moscow; it would, 
I am sure, help to bring peace and friend- 
ship.—ANNIE' C, REID, 10 Melbourne 
Rd., Saltcoats, Ayrshire, 


a invitation is being extended to the 
comander of the B29 that dropped the 
atomic bomb over Hiroshima to pay a 

‘ visit to the city this summer, 

The invitation will ask him to attend the 
anniversary rally of the bombing, staged 
annually cn August 6 and the Fourth 
World Conference against Atomic and 
Hydrogen Bombs and for Disarmament 
to he held in Tokyo. 

The Council will also send a letter urging 
Lewis to support the cause of the 
organisation in publicly criticising former 
President Truman’s statement in which 
he said that he had no regret in ordering 
the bombing 13 years ago, 
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to me weekly 


PEACE NEWS STANDARD RATES 
3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD, LONDON N.4 


f Great Britain and Abroad (Sea Mail) 
Three months 8s.; six months i6s.; one year 30s. 
AIRMAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
N. Africa and Middle East 
Three months &s. 8d.; six months 17s. 4d.; 
one year 34s. 
Iadia, South, East and West Africa 
America and South-East Asia 
Three months 9s. 9d.; six months 19s. 6d.; 
one year 38s. 
Australia and Far East 
Three months 10s. 10d.; six months 21s. 8d.; 
one year 42s. 
Air Express Edition 
to US and all parts of America, from our US 
Sales Office, c/o American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, 20 South Twelfth St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
$5 year $1 three months. 
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U.S. ARMY BRIGADIER GENERAL HUGH B. HESTER (RETIRED) 





WRITING ‘ON 


‘THE ROAD TO THE SUMMIT’ 





AFFIRMS 





East and West can live together 


Brigadier-General Hugh B. Hester tetrad in 1951. after 34 years’ service which 


included several important administrative posts. 


Supplies. from: Australia under, Reverse 


Among these were Director of 
Lend , Lease, Director of German Food 


Program for,US.Government, 1945-7,. Military Attaché to Australia, 1947-8. 

Since his retirement he has. undertaken graduate work in international relations 
at Pennsylvania University, and has: published the results of his experience in “ Inter- 
national Co-operation: The Challenge of Our Times.” 

HE road to the Summit Conference is proving much more difficult than 
many had supposed. But these difficulties arise for reasons far different from 


those officially assigned. 


The makers of “free” world policies know full well that much, if not most, of 
the current accusations about Communist plans for world domination are made 


primarily for propaganda purposes. 


And to the men in the Kremlin all this 7 


earlier call for world revolution must cer- 
tainly appear now as unrealistic as_ their 
former dreams of world power must appear 
to the present leaders of the Christian and 
Mohammedan worlds, 

The Communist leaders must not, how- 
ever, be expected to renounce officially the 
ultimate triumph of their cause, any more 
than the present Pope should be expected 
to deny the second coming of the Christ. 
Fortunately, the leaders of both of these 
creeds have apparently dropped the time 
schedule, and this is the important thing to 
most of the world. - 


Churchill, man who began it 


Another myth isthe current. Western pro- 
paganda line that world co-operation could 
have been achieved immediately following 
World War II but for-Stalin’s intransigence. 


The arch-architect of Communist hate, 
Winston Churchill, demanded the “ stran- 
gulation of the Communist baby in its 
crib,” 1918, 

This was followed immediately by a hot 
war against the Soviet Union by more than 
a dozen capitalist States. In addition, this 
included the financing of her opponents in 
a civil war, 1918-22, and the imposition of 
a complete economic blockade for more 
than a year, 1918-19, 

On the day that Hitler invaded Russia Sir 
Winston declared over the radio that Com- 
munism was as evil as Nazism, and later 
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boasted that he had ordered Field-Marshal 
Montgomery to stack captured German 
arms at the end of the war and maintain 
German formations for possible use later 
against the Soviet Union. He is also re- 
ported to have urged General Eisenhower 
to take similar action; 


Soviets threatened by West 


And on March 5, 1946, he made the 
famous “Iron Curtain” speech at Fulton, 
Missouri, in the presence of, and while a 
guest of, President Truman, and presum- 
ably with the latter’s approval, 


Even before the end of World War I, 
President Woodrow Wilson joined. with 
Prime Minister Lloyd George, Premier 
Clemenceau and their allies in a multiple- 
front attack upon the new Soviet State. 
And the United States refused diplomatic 
recognition for more than 17 years. 

Former President Harry 8, Truman 

(then a United States Senator), according 

to The New York Times, June 24, 1941, 

stated publicly: “ If we see that Germany 

is winning, we ought to help Russia; and 
if Russia is winning, we ought to help 

Germany; and in that way let them kill 

as many as possible.” 


Less than two weeks after the death of 
President Roosevelt he is reported to have 
told an inner circle of his advisers that 
Joseph Stalin had received his last conces- 
sion. from the United States, 

On this point, in an article published by 


The Pal ae magazine, Madison, Wis- 
consin, July, 1957, I wrote: 


“The Soviets, of course, reciprocated 
these fears and hates in full measure, and 
made their own. special contributions. 
The points to remember, however, are 
that 20-odd years of suspicion, fear, and 
hate-inspired propaganda left little or no 
basis for trust and co-operation, that the 
war alliance was one of pure conveni- 
ence, that both sides were responsible for 
this difficult, if not impossible, condition 
at the end of the war, and that once the 
war was over the thin veneer of friend- 
ship was ripped off by the top leaders of 
both blocs. From a vantage post as head 
of the United States-German Food and 
Argiculture. Program in Berlin, 1945-47, 
I watched the drama of the Cold War 
renewal develop and unfold.” 


Co-existenee not wanted 


The hard truth is that the “ free” world, 
now led by the United States, has so far 
refused to accept Communism as a fact of 
international life. And back of this refusal 
is the belief, or rather hope, that Commu- 
nism will pass as a “bad dream” should 
or, failing to do so, must be destroyed. 

The. present United States Secretary of 
State, Mr. John Foster Dulles, and his 
immediate predecessor, Mr, Dean Acheson, 
are the principal prophets of this hope, and 
this has apparently become an obsession 
with, the former, 

According to reports (New York Times, 
June 2, 1958) Mr: Dulles recently stated to 
a Congressional. committee that “I think 
we would win a hot war, and I do not 
know if we will win this ‘cold, war’ or 
not,” and concluded, “but as far as.the 
defence of the principles- and ideals for 
which this country. has stood since the 
beginning . . . (they) are, I think, in greater 
danger from a cold war than from a hot 
war.” 

It is this type of thinking, in my opinion; 
that constitutes» the principal roadblock to 
constructive action in international negotia- 
uons, . 


If international co-operation constitutes 
a greater threat to the security of the “free” 
world than. actual. war, then a Summit 
meeting is not.permissible because it would 
have no meaning, 


But is not all history a refutation of this 
two-dimensional thinking; this black-and- 
white, this God-and-Devil, theory of the 
affairs. of man? Otherwise how could 
Christians and Moslems, Protestants, Cath- 
olics and Jews have co-existed over the 
years in many parts of the world? And is 
it not, also, a fact that Communism is 
becoming more and more capitalistic and 
Capitalism more and more socialistic with 
each passing day ? 


Not the only alternative 


If the only alternative to all-out nuclear 
war was non-violent resistance as described 
by Commander Sir Stephen King-Hall in 
his superb book, “ 
Age,” I would accept his proposal without 
question. 

Man’s obligation to the survival of his 
species is far greater than any obligations 


he may have to maintain personal freedom, 


for the latter must: be achieved by each 
generation, and often in the past has béen 
restored after having been lost by the pre- 
ceding one, 

There is, of course, no doubt, as’ Sir 
Stephen points out, that Great Britain’ and 


Europe would be destroyed in any nuclear” 


war between the two polar giants. It even 
seems doubtful to some careful students 
that the Warsaw Pact and NATO. are. any 
longer designed for the protection of 
Europe, 

In this view it appears more likely that 
the present mission of both pacts is the 
prevention of, any change in the present 
balance of power. They cite as examples: 
The crushing of the. Hungarian rebellion 
and the quashing of the Suez invasion. 


Peace can be negotiated 
My principal point of difference with Sir 
Stephen, if there really is one, is over the 
question of the necessity for nuclear dis- 
@ ON PAGE SEVEN 





Defence in the Nuclear’ 


— 


‘~Ta Pas 
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The arch-architect of Communist hate, 
Winston Churchill, demanded the “ stran- 
gulation of the Communist baby in its 
crib,” 1918, 


This was followed immediately by a hot 


war against the Soviet Union by more than 


a dozen capitalist States. In addition, this 
included the financing of her opponents in 
a civil war, 1918-22, and the imposition of 
a complete economic blockade for more 


than a year, 1918-19, 


On the day that Hitler invaded Russia Sir 


Winston declared over the radio that Com- 
munism was as evil as Nazism, and later 


World War dt but for Stalin's intransigence. recognition for more than 17 years, 


Former President Harry §8, Truman 
(then a United States Senator), according 
to The New York Times, June 24, 1941, 
stated publicly: “If we see that Germany 
is winning, we ought to help Russia; and 
if Russia is winning, we ought to help 
Germany; and in that way let them kill 
as many as possible.” 


Less than two weeks after the death of 


President Roosevelt he is reported to have 
told an inner circle of his advisers that 
Joseph Stalin had received his last conces- 
sion. from the United States, 


On this point, in an article published by 
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According to reports (New York Times, 
June-2, 1958) Mr: Dulles recently stated to 
a Congressional. committee that “I think 
we would win a hot war, and I’ do not 
know if we will win this ‘cold, war’ or 
not,” and concluded, “but as far as. the 
defence. of the principles and ideals for 
which this country has stood since the 
beginning .. . (they) are, I think, in greater 
danger from a cold war than from a hot 
war.” 

It is this type of thinking, in my opinion, 
that constitutes=the principal roadblock to 
constructive action in international negotia- 
uons, 
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DONALD SOPER—I write as a Christian 


FOR at least two reasons this title 


“TI write as a. Christian” 
sets a problem that is peculiarly 
modern. First, it is necessarily, im- 
precise to-day, whereas it was 
clearly understood once upon a 
time. 


There are so many Christian churches in 


the world and such a variety of Christian 
responses to the world that. a writer in 
the twentieth century may advocate the 
most extraordinary propositions and still 
claim that he writes about things as a 
Christian. 


Second, it is suspect nowadays in a way 


which was virtually unknown in other 
ages of the Christian era. The Church 
in particular is under a widespread con- 
demnation (and not only from outside), 
on the indictment that it has betrayed its 
Lord and therefore its vocation. 


I should find this article simpler and easier 


to write if I did not feel such a large 
measure of sympathy in both these re- 
spects. On the one hand, the Christian 
faith has been obscured and rendered 
ambiguous by the inveterate divisions of 
those who have professed it. On the 
other hand, the genuine prestige which 
could accompany the evangel has been 
crippled by the practical failure of the 
Church to exemplify that gospel. 


Moreover, I believe that Peace News is an 


entirely appropriate periodical in which 
to write these words, for it is upon the 
issue of peace and war that these fore- 


going observations find focus and demon- 
tration. 


One of the most trenchant examinations of 


the general History of Christianity was 
made by the Dutchman Heering in his. 
book “The Fall of Christianity.” His 
theme is that the Christian Church which 
forsook the purposes of its Lord and the 
peaceful example of the Apostolic era did 
in fact fall from Grace. When Constan- 
tine utilised the nails.from. the true 
Cross presented to him on his Baptism as 
bits for the accutrements of his war- 
horses he wittingly or unwittingly set in 
train a series of events which has both 
destroyed the basic unity of Christianity 
and fatally impaired its moral dynamic. 


In short, Christianity stood or fell by its 


attitude to violence. 
and it fell. 


It made its choice 


In my judgment nothing short of a com- 


plete and absolute reversal of that choice 
will be sufficient to raise it again. Along 
with everyone inside the Church who de-- 
plores the multiplication of sects and the 
separation of communions, I seek to peer 
into the future and descry the possible 
methods or modus vivendi whereby 
Catholic, Protestant, Eastern Orthodox, 
Baptist and Methodist may one day come 
together. On a basis of some commonly 
agreed dogmatic statement of pure theo- 
logy the chances are surely so remote. as 
to be practically hopeless. 


Again from the standpoint of administra- 


tion unity seems a will o’ the wisp. Yet 
I can envisage Christianity as the free 
association of all those who reject 
violence in the name of a crucified Jesus. 


scems doubtful to some careful students 
that the Warsaw Pact and. NATO. are. any 
longer designed for the protection of 
Europe, 

In this view it appears more likely that 
the present mission of both pacts is the 
prevention of any change in the present 
balance of power. They cite as examples: 
The crushing of the Hungarian rebellion 
and the quashing of the Suez invasion. 


Peace can be negotiated 


My principal point of difference with Sir 
Stephen, if. there really is one, is over the 
question of. the necessity for nuclear dis- 
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The Rey, Dr, Donald Soper in Trafalgar Square. 


This, gentle reader; may also seem wildly 
unlikely, but I do not. think it. inherently 
impossible. 


I believe it to be the only kind of unity 


that is on the cards—and I believe it for 
one supreme reason. It has its epicentre 
in the one personality whom _ every 
Christian even now worships, namely, 
Jesus Christ. 


Moreover, nothing short of the embracing 
by the Christians of non-violent love can 
rescue the Church from the slough of 
disregard into which it has fallen. The 
paradoxical thing is that Christianity is 
judged to-day by its attitude to war, and 
for 30 years I have listened to the man 
in the street insist that pacifism is the 
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only moral attitude consistent with the 
teaching and spirit of Jesus Christ. 

This is a case surely of the outsider seeing 
most of the game, or at least appreciat- 
ing the finer points of it. No evangelical: 
campaign, however fervent or successful, 
and no moral leadership in other fields 
of human conduct will atone for a 
failure to take the cross bearing love 
sufficiently seriously as to renounce every 
aspect of man’s violence and to take the 
relevant consequences. - 

Peacemaking is not only the over-riding 
problem for the world, it is the critical 
challenge to Christianity. I write as a 
would be Christian to testify to the con- 
viction that grows with me day by day 
that the unique and therefore unifying 
glory of the Gospel is the practical 
politics of non-violent love. 
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As this is a free service we reserve the right to 
eclect for puolication notices sent in. We nevertheless 
desire to make it as complete a service as we reason- 
ably can, and therefore urge organisers of events to: 

1. Send notices to arrive not later than Mon. a.m. 

2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); mature of event; speakers, organisers (and 
secretary's address). 


Monday, July 21—Saturday, August 2 
GERRARDS CROSS, BUCKS.: “ Bulstrode’ 
Volunteers required for work camp on new centre 
of Society of Brothers (Bruderhof). 

Friday, July 25 
BRISTOL: 7 p.m. at John Hellier’s, 7 Kellaway 
Ave.—7. General Meeting. PPU. 
FULHAM, S.W.6: 10.30 a.m. 
Fulham Town Hall, CO Tribunal. 
Saturday, July 26 
MAIDENHEAD: 2.30 p.m. Berry Hill Country Club, 
Taplow, Bucks. Garden Party, Proceeds to Local 
and National CND Funds 
LONDON, W.C.1.: 2 p.m. 6 Endsleigh St., 
Euston. March to Hyde Park. Speakers at 3 p.m.: 
Sybil Morrison, PPU. Frederick Moorhouse, FOR. 
PPU Campaign Committee. 
Sunday, July 27 
LONDON: 3 p.m. Trafalgar Sq. Protest Rally 
against danger of war in the Middle East. MCF. 
LONDON: 6 p.m. Hyde Park, Speakers‘ 
Sybil Morrison, Pacifist Forum. 
Monday, July 28 
LONDON, S.W.1: 10.30 a.m. and 2.15 p.m.; 
Ebury Bridge House, Ebury Bridge Rd. Appellate 
Tribunal for COs. 
Tuesday, July 29 
BRISTOL: 2 p.m. The Gaunts House, Denmark 
St. CO Tribunal. 


and 1.15 p.m.; 


Corner. 


Wednesday, July 30 


LONDON, N.W.1.: p.m. Friends House, 
Euston Rd. ‘‘ Peace Forum.’’ Panel: leading 
Pacifists. SJPC. 

RUGBY: 7.30 p.m. 57 Clifton ,Rd., Kathleen 
Clough ‘‘ Christianity and Pacifism.’ PP 


LONDON, N.4.: 7 p.m. 3 Lik Rd., * Pacifist 
Youth Action Group. 
Thursday, July 31 
LONDON: 8 p.m. Friends Meeting House, Bush 
Rd., Leytonstone. Group Discussion. E.10 and E.11 
PPU. 


Sunday, August 3—Wednesday, August 6 
WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA: 10 a.m.—l10 p.m. Western 
Esplanade, 100 yds. West of Swimming Pool, North 
Side. Exhibition ‘‘ No Place to Hide.”’ Stewards 
required—ring 8152. Viewers and helpers welcomed. 
Southend CND. 
Monday, August 11—Monday, August 18 
PORTSMOUTH: 241 New Rd. Bookshop for 
sale of books and literature on nuclear disarmament. 


Saturday, August 16—Saturday, August 23 
ELFINSWARD, Haywards Heath, Sx. Anglican 
Pacifist Conference ‘‘ Arms and the ‘World Today.”’ 
Local friends welcome at all sessions. APF, 29 Gt. 
James St,, London, W.C.1 
Monday, September 8 
BIRMINGHAM: 8 p.m. 221 Vicarage Road, Kings 
Heath. Meeting of Kings Heath and Cotteridge 
PPU. All Welcome. 
Monday, September 15 
SHEFFIELD: 7.45 p.m. 360 Crookesmoor Rd. 
Stuart Morris on his recent visit to Russia. PPU. 


IA AAI AIA AA IIIA AAA AAA IAA IA ADE 


Every week! 


SUNDAYS 
LONDON : 3 p.m.; Clapham Common. Christian 
at Open-air Meeting. The Brotherhood of the 


WaLAscow: 8 p.m.; Queens Pk. Gate, top of 
Victoria Rd. Open-air Meeting. 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 


LONDON: Weekend Workcamps. cleaning and 


A million lives for 


ten thousand lorries 


SAM WALSH REVIEWS 
Advocate of the Dead, by Alex Weissburg. Andre Deutsch, 15s, 
EADERS of this paper who were disturbed by the recent banner headlines 
denouncing the mass-murder tactics and deceptive electoral strategy of 
’ governing politicians, might well consider the remarkable charges of inhumanity 
and insincerity by national leaders generally, contained in this book. 


If true, this fantastic story reflects dis- 
credit on almost everybody concerned. 
Adolph Eichmann, right hand man _ to 
Himmler, had, pre-war, favoured the 
wholesale emigration of Jews from Ger- 
many to “cleanse” that country and to 
spread the “ Jewish infection” among the 
enemies of the Reich abroad. This was-a 
slow process because, although the threat 
of extermination hung over them, the 
British Government would admit only a 
few hundred desperate refugees each month 
to the much-promised land of Palestine, 


»¥ 


After Russia and America entered the 
war Eichmann’s idea of emigration was 
abandoned in favour of the organised 
murder of four-fifths of European Jewry 
within two years, but in 1944, when the 
defeat of Germany loomed close, he sum- 
moned to a meeting Joel Brand, a leader 
of the Zionist organisation established in 
Budapest, and offered him the lives of 
1,000,000 Jews in exchange for 10,000 army 
lorries: which Eichmann said were to be 
used exclusively on the Eastern Front. 
Brand was flown out of Hungary to try to 
persuade world-wide Jewry and the Allied 
Powers to save 1,000,000 lives at this price. 
The Jewish Agency in Istanbul, where he 
went first, proved dilatory and unco-opera- 
tive, so he went to Cairo to seek Allied 
help. There he was taken into protective 
custody as a suspected Nazi agent until the 
end of the war, 


The British attitude was summed up by 
Lord Moyne, Deputy Minister of State in 
the Middle East, who told President Roose- 
velt’s representative (the Americans were 
known to be sympathetic) that Britain 
could not be bribed or caught in a net of 
psychological warfare. The very idea of 
exchanging money or materials in the midst 
of a war, he said, was revolting. 

Another ‘English statesman, not ideatis 
fied, is alleged to have said “A million! 
What on earth are you thinking of, Mr. 
Brand ?. What would we do with 1,000,000 
Jews ?” 


that the Allies (in England a coalition of 


the Conservative and Labour leaders) 
united in a policy that demanded uncon- 
ditional surrender, left the Jews and the 
other victims of the Germans to their fate, 
while they perfected a plan for ending the 
war on a similar grand scale at Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. 








PUTTING THE 
GOVERNMENT WISE 


Alan Staley reviews 
British Pressure Groups—Their Role in 
Relation to the House of Commons, by 
J. D. Stewart. Oxford University Press: 30s. 


rps is the first considerable work on 

the place of pressure groups in the 
British political scene. It deals with the 
period since 1939, particularly the decade 
1945 to 1955, and is based upon Hansard 
and the publications of the groups them- 
selves. 


Mr. Stewart shows that consultation be- 
tween the Government and groups is a 
two-way process of mutual benefit. Over 
a wide field of potential legislation, it is 
now almost automatic for there to be con- 
sultation between interested groups and the 
appropriate Ministries before a Bill is pre- 
sented to Parliament. 


The chapters on “The Campaign” and 
“ Lobbying ” are important to anyone seek- 
ing to influence Government policy. “ Write 
to your MP” is a plausible slogan, but Mr. 
Stewart’s investigations show it is little 
acted upon. On the education cuts pro- 
posed in 1952 one MP received only four 
private letters, It follows that comparatively 
few letters are needed to make an impres- 
sion; it is a great achievement for as many 
as 50 letters to be received by an MP from 
his constituents. 

Mr. Stewart looks at the problem of what 
a group can do when it can make no head- 
way, yet believes its cause to be just, Like 
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TERMS : Cash with order, 3d. per word, min, 2s. 6d, 
(Box No. 1s. extra). Please ‘on’t send stamps so 
Payment, except for odd pence. Addreas for Box No, 
replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., Londn, NA. 

LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning. 

Whilst the policy of Peace News is not to reserict 
any concern or individual from advertising in these 
columns, it must be noted that we do not 
share the views nor the opinions of all our advertisers. 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 

A VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE in the heart 
of the Lake District, Rothay Bank, Grasmere, 
Westmorland, offers comfortable rooms and 
planned meals, attention to those requiring rest as 
well as facilities for walkers, climbers, omar 
Large garden with views of fells—Isabel James. 
Telephone : Grasmere 334. 

KESWICK: Visit Highfield Vegetarian Guest 
House, The Heads, for your next holiday. Beautiful 
scenery, good food, comfort. Tel: 508. 


SWANAGE. Vegetarian guest house overlooking 
sea. Home-made bread, cakes, salads. Own garden 
and farm produce. Hi standard catering. 
Children’s playroom. Brochure: Goldings, Wave- 
ney, Park Rd. Phone 2804. 

ACCOMMODATION 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and folly good food 
for visitors and permanent gucsts, CANonbury 1348, 
Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton Pk., N.5. 

OFFICE ACCOMMODATION 

OFFICE AVAILABLE. One room with telephone. 
Rent, including light, heating, cleaning, £2 10s. per 
week. Enquiries to Endsleigh Stt, W.C.1. 
(EUSton 5501). 

PERSONAL 

ELDERLY MAN wants comfortable bed-sitting- 
room and food-reform vegetarian board near or 
accessible Melksham, Wilts. Box 789. 


HUMANISM—a_ modern outlook. Write to 
ae Union, 13 Prince of Wales Terrace, London, 


IF YOU SHOP at a Co-op please give this number 

when making your next purchase : 

L336943 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received by the 
Secretary, PEACE NEWS, 3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD, 
LONDON, N.4. 

INTRODUCTIONS.  Friendship/Marriage; home 
hice een V.C.C., 34 Honeywell Rd., London, 

WANTED URGENTLY by CO of 1939-45 war, 
house to rent Blackpool or similar healthy coastal 
district (TB case). Write initially to the CBCO, 
Endsleigh St.., W.C.1. 

WAR RESISTERS’ International welcomes gifts of 
foreign stamps and undamaged air mail covers. Please 

to WRI, 88 Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. 

WE CAN HELP YOU. Use these columns to 
advertise your services, sell your products and seek 
your needs. Write to the Advertisement Manager, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 

WE INVITE ENQUIRIES about our work for 
international friendships. SAE details, ‘' Caravan” 
(PN), 84 St. Thomas’s Rd., London, N.4. 

LITERATURE 

BRITAIN’S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY — 
vigorous, forthright and consistently against war—the 
“* Socialist. Leader.”” Indispensable to members of the 
PPU who want up-to-date information of home and 
world volitics, Threepence weekly. Obtainable from 
your newsagent or from 48 Dundas St., Glasgow, 
C.1, and 6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT you can order any book 
ig any subject oe HOUSMANS BOOKSHOR 


lackstock Rd., N.4 

FREE INTRODUCTION. Send us the names and 
addresses of friends likely to be interested in 
PEACE NEWS. They will receive complimentary 
copies and an invitation to take eight weeks’ trial 
subscription for 2s. 6d. Sales Organiser, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


** LIBERTE,” the French pacifist weekly, 36s. a 
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Pacifist Conference *‘ Arms and the World Today. 
Local friends welcome at all sessions. APF, 29 Gt. 
James St,, London, W.C.1 ; 
Monday, September 8 
BIRMINGHAM: 8 p.m. 221 Vicarage Road, Kings 
Heath. Meeting of Kings Heath and Cotteridge 
PPU. All Welcome. 
Monday, September 15 
SHEFFIELD: 7.45 p.m. 360 Crookesmoor Rd. 
Stuart Morris on his recent visit to Russia.- PPU. 


DIA IAA IIIA IIIA IAA IKK AIK: 


Every week! 


SUNDAYS 


LONDON : 3 p.m.; Clapham Common. Christian 
Pacifist Open-air Meeting. The Brotherhood of the 


Way. 

GLASGOW: 8 p.m.; Queens Pk. Gate, top of 
Victoria Rd. Open-air Meeting. 

SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 

LONDON: Weekend Workcamps, cleaning and 
redecorating the homes of old-age pensioners. IVS, 
72 Oakley Sq., London, N.W.1. 

TUESDAYS 

MANCHESTER : 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz Site. 
Christian pacifist open-air meeting, Local Methodist 
ministers and others. MPF. 

THURSDAYS 

LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Rd. £.10 and E.11 Group. PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 1.30-1.40 p.m.; Church of St. 
George the Martyr, Queen Sq., Southampton Row. 
Weekly lunch-hour Service of Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by Clergy and laymen of different 


denominations. 
FRIDAYS 


BIRMINGHAM :; 5 p.m. onwards ; Bull St. Meet- 
ing House (outside) Peace News selling. 
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St. Christopher School 


LETCHWORTH 


» 


INNNANNANNNANNANNNNANANNANANANANANSAANARAAAAARAAAN 


o 
A school community of some 340 
boys and girls (between 5 and 18 
years) and 90 adults practising 
educa.ion on sane and successful 
modern lines. Applications now 
being considered for vacancies next 
year. . 
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WALES seeks 
: SELF-GOVERNMENT 


If you seek peace, you support 

self-government for all nations 
READ 

“80 Questions and Answers 

about Plaid Cymru” (The 

Welsh ‘Party), by Gwynfor 

Evans, the Party President. 

(6d.-+-2d.) 

“Which Way to Freedom?” 

by Gene Sharp (1s.+2d.) 
PLAID CYMRU, .8, Queen Street, 

Cardiff, 
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custody as a suspected Nazi agent until the 
end of the war, 


The British attitude was summed up by 
Lord Moyne, Deputy Minister of State in 
the Middle East, who told President Roose- 
velt’s representative (the Americans were 
known to be sympathetic) that Britain 
could not be bribed or caught in a net of 
psychological warfare. The very idea of 
exchanging money or materials in the midst 
of a war, he said, was revolting. 

Another ‘English statesman, not identi- 
fied, is alleged to have said “A million! 
What on earth are you thinking of, Mr. 
Brand ?. What would we do with 1,000,000 
Jews ?” 

Joel, Brand alleges that the Allies did not 
object so much to the delivery of the lorries 
as to accepting responsibility for looking 
after an extra 1,000,000 people from 
abroad at that late stage of the war. “ Nor 
were they willing to accept any counter- 
proposal,” he continues. “ Perhaps they 
feared that the Germans might declare 
themselves willing to accept money or food, 
in which case public opinion might. have 
forced the Allies to agree.” 


sented to Parliament. 

The chapters on “The Campaign” and 
“ Lobbying ” are important to anyone seek- 
ing to influence Government policy. “ Write 
to your MP ” is a plausible slogan, but Mr. 
Stewart’s investigations show it is little 
acted upon. On the education cuts pro- 
posed in 1952 one MP received only four 
private letters, It follows that comparatively 
few letters are needed to make an impres- 
sion; it is a great achievement for as many 
as 50 letters to be received by an MP from 
his constituents. 

Mr. Stewart looks at the problem of what 
a group can do when it can make no head- 
way, yet believes its cause to be just, Like 
the Scots and Welsh Nationalist groups, the 
peace and nuclear disarmament movements 
must face this issue. 

The. author admits that this work is not 
intended to be exhaustive, but it is sur- 
prising that he makes no mention of pres- 
sure groups on foreign affairs. There are 
only passing references to the Common 
Wealth Party, to the Peace Pledge Union, 
and to the Crusade for World Government. 


- There is also very little reference to Church 


your necas. Witte tO the AGverusement Manager, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 


WE INVITE ENQUIRIES about our work for 


international friendships. SAE details, ‘‘ Caravan” 
(PN), 84 St. Thomas’s Rd., London, N.4. 
LITFRATURE 


BRITAIN’S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY — 
vigorous, forthright and consistently against war—the 
“* Socialist. Leader.’"* Indispensable to members of the 
PPU who want up-to-date information of home and 
world politics, Threepence weekly. Obtainable from 
your newsagent or from 48 Dundas St., Glasgow, 
C.1, and 6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 


DID YOU KNOW THAT you can order any book 
on any subject oe HOUSMANS BOOKSHOR, 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4 

FREE INTRODUCTION. Send us the names and 
addresses of friends likely to be interested in 
PEACE NEWS. They will receive complimentary 
copies and an invitation to take eight weeks’ trial 
subscription for 2s. 6d. Sales Organiser, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 

“LIBERTE,” the French pacifist weekly. 36s. a 
year, 20s. 6 mths. (US $5 seamail, $10 airmail, a 
year) from Housmans (Peace News bookshop), 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. ? 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature respecting 
the Faith and Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to Friends’ Home Service 
Cttee., Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, N.W.1. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

PEACE NEWS OFFICE IS OPEN up to 9 p.m. 
every Wednesday evening for the sale of books aad 
stationery, and for voluntary help with the despatch 
of Peace News. Visitors welcomed. (Men, te Fri. 
8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.) 3 Blackstock Rd. (above Fisk 
and Cook, stationers), Finsbury Park (near sta.), N.é. 


SHORTHAND TYPIST (some other office duties) 
for Friends Peace Committee office. Apply Secretary, 





Who can tell? History merely records activity, except on Sunday Observance. fee a Sar Re SEEN dre ian 
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Peoples peace commission 


WELL-KNOWN New York Herald 

Tribune columnist, Roscoe Drum- 
mond, has been urging that President Eisen- 
hower should appoint a people’s peace com- 
mission “to contribute a fresh impetus to 
United States foreign policy thinking.” 


He is of the opinion that such a com- 
mission would “generate new ideas and 
supplement the thinking of government 
officials,’ and he goes on to suggest that 
commissions be created in other countries 
to “ put the cause of peace and freedom on 
a people-to-people as well as a government- 
to-government basis.” 


One Englishman, Capt. C. E. Cookson, 
CMG, has written to the New York Herald 
Tribune commending the idea. He wants 
to see such a commission set up in Britain. 
“It is essential to enlist the co-operation of 
respected and qualified citizens who have 
held aloof from party politics, and have a 
broader vision than the average statesman,” 
he writes. He suggests Lord Boyd Orr. as 
one such person. 


New voices against the Bomb 


LOOKING through some reports of the 

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
meetings in the provinces, it is interesting 
to see a number of new names coming on 
to the platform. 

Leicester had Lord Hungarton, farmer, 
and managing director of Crawford, Prince 
& Johnson, agricultural equipment makers. 

In Bristol the Medical Officer of Health 
has supported a meeting, as did the Medical 
Officer of Health for Willesden, who was 
Question Master for a Brains Trust at 
Golders Green, where the panel included 
the Chairman of the South Hendon Con- 
servative Association, Mr. G. N. Warnock, 
OBE. 

In Reading, the Rev. Gordon Smailes, 
Minister of Trinity Congregational Church, 
opened a debate, “speaking as a Christian 
pacifist.” He had opposing him a local 
Councillor and a prospective Parliamentary 
candidate. The supporters of the Cam- 
paign carried their resolution by a very 
large majority. 

Southend has had Bob Edwards, MP, 
and D. Martin Dakin, MA, elected the 
“Brain of Britain” in the BBC’s 1954 
series of “ What do you know?” 


THE EDITOR. 


armament unilaterally by Great Britain or 
the West at the present time, 


After a lifelong study of Russian his- 
tory, the Communist system, and a recent 
on-the-ground inspection of the Soviet 
Union, I am convinced that both the 
Soviet people and their leaders want 
peace with the rest of the world, 


I believe, therefore, that peace can be 
negotiated with the Soviet Union if 
honestly and energetically pursued. 


This desire for peace is not, however, 
unconditional on their part. They want 
equality of status among sovereign states. 


As a minimum this status must include: 

1. Recognition of the legitimacy of 
socialist governments on the same basis 
as capitalist governments. 

. Non-discrimination per se in travel, 
trade and cultural exchanges. 

. Equal representation in all major con- 
ferences; and, finally, full membership 
of socialist nations in the family of 
nations: the United Nations, 

Is the normalisation of relations with the 
rest of the world too much for the Com- 
munists to ask? Would the “ free ” world 
accept less? Or can World War III be 
avoided without it? My answer to each of 
these is an unequivocal No, 
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US Air Express 
Edition 10 cents 


WAR RESISTERS 
WRITE TO 
AMBASSADOR 


"PHE British Ambassador in Copen- 

hagen was handed the following 
statement this week drawn up by the 
Council of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national which has been meeting in 
Denmark : 


“The Council expresses its grave concern 
at the situation which has developed in the 
Middle East, and it reaffirms its conviction 
that the problems involved cannot be solved 
by violence, and regrets that during the in- 
terval since the Suez crisis no serious 
attempts have been made to anticipate the 
present troubles by the use of the methods 
of negotiation and reconciliation. 


Raise living standards 


“It welcomes the suggestion of Summit 
talks and urges the Powers concerned to 
agree on a policy of non-interference in the 
Middle East. This would involve the with- 
drawal of all foreign troops and the ban 
on any further supply of arms, and also 
the planning of a co-operative enterprise to 
give adequate assistance to the countries of 
the Middle East so as to enable them to 
raise the living standards of their peoples.” 


Among those present at the meeting were 
two Belgians, Hem Day and Jan van 
Lierde, a conscientious objector who has 
served a long term of imprisonment, Pierre 
Martin, editor of the French pacifist weekly 
Liberté, Wim Jong from Holland, Hagbard 
Jonassen from Denmark. British Council 
members included Harold Bing (Chairman 
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RESOLUTIONS ON DISARMAMENT 


H-REVOLT SWAMPS 





It augurs well—Dr. Soper 


JRESOLUTIONS on the arms race far outnumber those on any other 


subject for this year’s Labour Party Conference. 


Of the 141 resolu- 


tions in the “ disarmament ” section, over 65 per cent demand nothing less 
than macondigonal nuclear disarmament. 


How they 


% FROM PAGE ONE 
strenuous day, which included preaching 
and conducting services in his own church 
and speaking as usual in Hyde Park in the 
afternoon, 

“T am here,” the Methodist leader said, 
“as a professing Christian, believing that 
the policy in the Middle East is morally 
wrong. . . My Christian conviction tells me 
that what is morally wrong can never be 
politically right.” 

Accept Mr. K’s offer 

It was “hypocritical as well as foolish 
to think that the tide of nationalism won’t 
come in.” 

Referring to the murder of the former 
Iraqi Royal family, Donald Soper told 
the meeting that as a pacifist he took a 
moral objection to violence and deplored 
brutal actions, but in the circumstances 
of Western-supported corrupt regimes 
such action was very understandable. 
“The only sane policy for us now in this 

crucial question,” Dr. Soper continued, “ is 
to accept Mr. K’s offer. It is better to lose 
our face and save our lives than to lose our 
lives to save our face.” 

Other speakers at the meeting included 
Kingsley Martin, Editor of the New States- 
man; Sydney Silverman, MP, who was 
closely connected with the establishment of 
the state of Israel; and the irrepressible wit, 
Konni Zilliacus, MP, who feared that Mr. 
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made their protest 


cosmic, forces,” declared Dr. Soper, ‘“ and 
it is our business as Christians to .try to 
see these problems as part of a picture in 
which there are certain constant elements.” 

Scheduled to speak on “ Christian Unity 
and a divided Germany,” he explained: 
“When choosing this subject, I had not 
anticipated the crisis in the Middle East 

. yet what is happening in the Middle 
East is also happening in Germany.” 

“No one doubts that the prevailing poli- 
tical ambition in the world today of people 
who have been underprivileged is the ambi- 
tion called nationalism, and that unity 
which now is sought in Pan-Arabia is a 
nationalist unity which is also desired in 
the two Germanies. We have to come to 
terms with this fact; to ignore it is the 
greatest folly. It is also true that the pro- 
blems that vitiate and which tear apart the 
peoples of the Middle East are spiritual 
problems connected, particularly, with reli- 
gious ideologies.” 

Bury our pride 

“We shall never find a common basis 
for ideological agreement, but, if we can 
together disarm, we shall have made an 
obvious declaration of our common mind 
and heart.” 

“T welcome Mr. Khrushchov’s call that 
the heads of nations should come together. 
How ardently do I hope that we shall not 
shout at each other across our boundaries, 
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LABOUR AGENDA 


The resolutions, published on Tuesday, 
are the latest and most telling indication of 
the strength of British public opinion 
against the policy of entrenching the 
nuclear arms race. 


The Party Conference will be held at 
Scarborough from Sept. 29 to Oct. 3.. 


COURAGE 


Dr. Donald Soper, asked by Peace News 
to comment on the Labour Party resolu- 
tions, said: 


“I think it augurs very well. I only 
hope that the Party will have the courage 
to do this year what it failed to do last 
year.” 


On a Hull resolution urging total dis- 
armament he said: “I think this is very 
important, Disarmament must be the’ nega- 
tive part of a total programme of which the 
positive part is the provision of economic 
justice. The only essential to the begin- 
ning of economic justice at the moment is 
the raising of the standard of living of the 
half-starved peoples throughout the world.” 


By far the greatest number of resolutions 
are those calling on the Labour Party to 
pledge itself to the renunciation of nuclear 
weapons. But other resolutions are equally 
critical of the Party’s present lack of a 
distinctive foreign policy. Over 20 call for 
a British initiative to start “ Summit ” talks. 


DISARMAMENT 


More radical resolutions urge the “ black- 
ing” of all work connected with nuclear 
weapons and sites and a commitment to 
waging war on world poverty, 

Eight resolutions urge the Labour Party 
to organise a massive national campaign for 
nuclear disarmament, and five call for the 
Party to initiate a similar international 
socialist campaign, 
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agree on a policy of non-interference in the 
Middle East. This would involve the with- 
drawal of all foreign troops and the ban 
on any further supply of arms, and also 
the planning of a co-operative enterprise to 
give adequate assistance to the countries of 
the Middle East so as to enable them to 
raise the living standards of their peoples.” 


Among those present at the meeting were 
two Belgians, Hem Day and Jan van 
Lierde, a conscientious objector who has 
served a long term of imprisonment, Pierre 
Martin, editor of the French pacifist weekly 
Liberté, Wim Jong from Holland, Hagbard 
Jonassen from Denmark. British Council 
members included Harold Bing (Chairman 
of the WRI), Stuart Morris (Peace Pledge 
Union), Joyce Runham Brown, and Arlo 
Tatum (WRI International Secretary). 


Copies of the statement were also handed 
to the Danish Press and the Ambassadors 
of all the countries concerned. 


* * * 


India has urged that the admission of China 
to the United Nations should be debated 
at the next session of the general Assem- 
bly, due to open on Sept. 16, 


"THE = Observer leader-writer last 

Sunday was so extremely fair and 
unbiassed in the expression of his 
views on the present crisis in the 
Middle East that it may seem un- 
grateful to take him to task. 


Nevertheless, he spoiled a remarkably good 
case for withdrawing British troops from 
Jordan by his contention that there are 
circumstances in which “ murder and sub- 
version” should be, if not actually con- 
doned, yet not too strongly condemned. 

Moreover, his statement that there is no 
method of overthrowing a Government in 
conditions where there are no free- elec- 
tions, except by force, is, in fact, com- 
pletely untrue. 

That peoples should be free and inde- 
pendent is a high and happy aim related 
to the whole idea of democracy; but when 
it becomes perverted into a_ perfervid 
nationalism it leads almost invariably to 
deeds of horror and violence. 

Jews, who have lived through centuries 
without resort to violence despite the most 
bitter and evil persecutions, have, never- 
theless, because of their new right to a 
national home, and a country which, as a 
race, is theirs, become as willing to use 
violence, and train their nationals in the 









the meeting that as a pacifist he took a 

moral objection to violence and deplored 

brutal actions, but in the circumstances 
of Western-supported corrupt regimes 
such action was very understandable, 

“ The only sane policy for us now in this 
crucial question,” Dr. Soper continued, “is 
to accept Mr. K’s offer. It is better to lose 
our face and save our lives than to lose our 
lives to save our face.” 

Other speakers at the meeting included 
Kingsley Martin, Editor of the New States- 
man; Sydney Silverman, MP, who was 
closely connected with the establishment of 
the state of Israel; and the irrepressible wit, 
Konni Zilliacus, MP, who feared that Mr. 
Khrushchov’s offer of Summit talks had 
“set the pigeon among the cats.” 

With only one, dissentient, the meeting 
accepted a_ resolution of strong protest 
against British and US intervention, calling 
for a campaign by the entire Labour move- 
ment for the withdrawal of troops and the 
holding of a Summit conference, 

Earlier in the evening, Constance Willis 
reports, Dr. Soper had preached at Kings- 
way Hall on his return from a short visit 
to Eastern Germany, where he had experi- 
enced a positive bombardment of goodwill. 

“We are in the presence of great, almost 


are sometimes expressed in evil ways. 


art of warfare, as their one-time perse- 
cutors. 


The Arabs, who also in recent years 
have developed a perfectly natural desire 
to be freed from rule by puppet govern- 
ments propped up by the Great Powers for 
their own ends, now resort to the same 
means as those very Great Powers—armed 
force. 5 


This so-called nationalism, it is true, is 
not in itself an evil, but when assassination 
is perpetrated as a means towards the 
desired end of self-determination, then it 
becomes evil, and cannot be condoned or 
excused on any grounds, let alone on the 
grounds that there is no other way. 


In the case of the Iraqi revolution, the 
Observer, by implication, is saying that in 


By Sybil Morrison 


ANOTHER WAY 


The aims of the Arab nationalists are not themselves evil aims, though they 


and subversion too strongly, it is right to remember that, in the absence of free 
elections, force is the only way to change a Government. . . 
July 20, 1958. 


LOrmsS WIth This FaCt, tO IPMOTe rh I the 
greatest folly. It is also true that the pro- 
blems that vitiate and which tear apart the 
peoples of the Middle East are spiritual 
problems connected, particularly, with reli- 
gious ideologies.” 

Bury our pride 

“We shall never find a common basis 
for ideological agreement, but, if we can 
together disarm, we shall have made an 
obvious declaration of our common mind 
and heart.” 

“T welcome Mr. Khrushchov’s call that 
the heads of nations should come together. 
How ardently do I hope that we shall not 
shout at each other across our boundaries, 
but, recognising the faults on both sides, 
welcome any man who offers himself as a 
peacemaker, and, burying our pride, will 
regard the welfare of our little children as 
infinitely more valuable than the prestige 
of great empires.” 

Two police officers, aware of his reputa- 
tion for effective witness in the midst of a 
crisis, called at Kingsway Hall during the 


Service, enquiring whether Dr. Soper and | 


his congregation would be marching ! 
They were not marching on account of 
Dr. Soper’s later engagement at the “ Vic- 
tory for Socialism ” meeting. : 









Even so, before we condemn murder 


. —The Observer, 


the struggle for independence, there was no 
alternative other than to take King Feisel 
and his relations into the Palace courtyard 
and machine-gun them until they fell dead. 


If progressive minded people can see no 
alternative to such a cruel and bloody deed, 
then progressive thought itself is bankrupt 
and disgraced. 


Gandhi was a rebel who found another 
way; his call to civil disobedience, his will- 
ingness to suffer rather than inflict suffer- 
ive, to die rather than to kill, achieved in 
the end what a violent revolution would 
probably never have achieved—the right of 
self-government for India. 


That Indian nationalism, after his death, 


followed the same military methods as the 
British Government it had displaced is only 


weapons. But other resolutions are equally 
critical of the Party’s present lack of a 
distinctive foreign policy. Over 20 call for 
a British initiative to start “ Summit ” talks, 


DISARMAMENT 


More radical resolutions urge the “ black- 
ing” of all work connected with nuclear 
weapons and sites and a commitment to 
waging war on world poverty. 


Eight resolutions urge the Labour Party 
to organise a massive national campaign for 
nuclear disarmament, and five call for the 
Party to initiate a similar international 
socialist campaign, 


An economic plan to meet the conse- 
quences of disarmament is demanded by 
three resolutions, including No, 177 from 
Kingston-upon-Hull Constituency Labour 
Party, which calls for total disarmament 
“believing that war is incompatible with 
the socialist ideal of world brotherhood, 
and that disarmament is the only real 
security against war.” 


Amendments to the Resolutions from 


\affiliated organisations must reach Trans- 


port House by August 15. The final agenda 
for the Party Conference will be published 
about a fortnight later. 


another example of the mistaken and fatal 
policies that arise from belief in armies 
and arsenals. 


No one should condone the horiible 
murders in Iraq, and equally no one should 
condone the armed intervention of America 
and Britain in Lebanon and Jordan. Their 
action might precipitate the world confla- 
gration that everyone fears and dreads, and 
though we have been assured that posses- 
sion of nuclear weapons must necessarily 
deter a nuclear war, that is no assurance 
against the possibility of a war with con- 
ventional weapons in the present inflam- 
mable situation there which could develop 
into a nuclear war. 


Instead of an intelligent and perceptive 


approach to the problems, instead of a. 


willingness to recognise the rights of the 
peoples of the Middle East to their inde- 
pendence, and readiness to help in their 
development, the automatic reliance upon 
the equivalent of the outmoded “ gunboat ” 
technique has brought about the perilous 
possibility of a disastrous war. 


There is only one answer to this action, 
and the people of this country should make 
it: War—We say no. 
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